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The plinth of the building 
is filled with various 
public programs such 
as a teahouse, pool 
cafe and a restaurant. 
These functions bring 
a diversity of people 
into the building, where 
they can explore from 
within the building. 
The diversity of lively 
programs is not only 
to bring people to this 
building, but also to 
create social control.

The short-stay resident 
becomes the connector 
of the worlds. The short-
stay resident matches 
in terms of program. 
For example, consider a 
shared kitchen and living 
room. The short-stay 
resident gains access 
to this place when he 
wants to become part of 
the world of the hospice 
resident in a short period 
of time as a volunteer. In 
exchange for temporarily 
living in the city center, 
He also takes a volunteer 
position in the building 
to connect with the 
hospice resident.

The hospice resident has 
his room in the upper 
part of the building. He 
has a place to receive 
people and to determine 
his own boundaries and 
use of the space. But the 
hospice resident can find 
places on every floor 
to share his hobby with 
the visitors and other 
residents.

The location is part of the inner 
city with old buildings and 
reconstruction buildings, high 
buildings of thirteen layers and the 
Eindhoven layer with an average 
of four layers. The location is part 
of the new vision for Eindhoven, 
which proposes a high-rise building 
on the existing layer.

6. The city park on the Dommel

Atrium (1) from ground floor Gallery (2)

3. Livley street: Stratumseind during 
          the day

1. High-rise: Stadhuis

7. Location from the Dommel

1. Festival: Royal Dutch Eindhoven  

4. Transition street: Oude Stadsgracht

2. New city vision on location

8. Park at the location

3. Stratumseind at night

Two beds passing each otherMeeting and movable furniture

5. Alley: Molenstraat

3. Eindhoven layer: Oude Stadsgracht

The location is in the inner city and 
this brings both lively streets, with 
quiet terraces and parties in the 
evening. Transition streets serve as 
an important connection between 
places and alleys that are slowly 
getting more quality.

The Dommel from the city park 
takes the greenery into the city 
center and creates a green space 
in the city center at this location. 
This makes the place a natural 
environment in the city center of 
Eindhoven

The location offers a balance between 
liveliness and tranquility, green 
surroundings and the city. The location 
offers many possibilities to determine 
your own way. The design takes into 
account the extremes of crowds in the 
city and the nuisance, by consciously 
placing different programs.

The hospice resident’s room actually consists of two bedrooms with both 
their own bathroom, a shared space in between and a shared outdoor space. 
Between the bedroom of the hospice resident and the space in between 
are three wall elements that can be moved and rotated. As a result, the 
bedroom can be closed for, for example, receiving care. By opening these 
walls, the hospice residents share a large space and are therefore not alone. 
The elements also have functions such as a cupboard, seating, table to eat 
at and a TV, which can be used in the room. By bringing the elements of the 
two partitions together, one can create a more spacious arrangement. For 
example, to receive family or to play a game with your neighbor, you must 
therefore enter into a conversation with the other resident.

The corridors on all floors are not 
used as corridors but more as 
meeting places, broadly designed 
so that a conversation can take 
place on one side or can be 
divided with movable furniture 
and on the other hand to allow 
two beds to pass each other. The 
corridor is never enclosed on two 
sides with walls, but at least on 
one side with a loft and with a 
semi-private and public function 
that have an open character if so 
arranged by the users.

By using perforated 
brass-colored material, 
one is led from the 
benches in the park and 
the city into the building. 
The large openings are 
from te same material, 
creating a guidance to 
go into the center of the 
building. In the center 
of the building is a large 
open atrium where light 
enters from above. One 
walks up the stairs and 
has the opportunity to 
explore each floor.

This virtually empty building, the former cantonal court  
(hereinafter referred to as the block), is located in a beautiful spot 
in the center of Eindhoven, on the Dommel. From the city you are 
invited into the building and at the location by the public activities 
and programs (indicated in white). Through the large staircase in 
the center of the building you will be guided upwards to where the 
world of the hospice (indicated in pink) is located. These groups 
are connected by the short-stay resident (indicated in blue).

To understand the subject it is very 
important to get to know the person 
behind the hospice resident. This is Corry.

Corry chose this hospice because his 
wife also died there. He has experienced 
this place as pleasant. Corry went for 
walks with his wife every day while she 
was in hospice. Now that Corry is here 
himself, there is really no circle around 
him anymore. Corry loves fishing, but he 
can no longer do this alone. There is now 
no way for him to go. Corry is very happy 
with the care that is offered to him, but 
he is isolated.

A PLACE WHERE ONE BECOMES AWARE OF MORTALITY. 
IN THE CITY CENTER OF EINDHOVEN WHERE THE 

HOSPICE RESIDENT AND THE CITY CAN MEET AND 
INTERACT WITH EACH OTHER.
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GUIDANCE & OPENNESS

LIVELINESS
Other hospices are located in a quiet, not lively environment, in this project we will do things differently. 
The location of the hospice in the city already creates a different dynamic than you normally find in 
a hospice, but we want to do more in this place. We want people to come here, so we create vibrant 
programs in the plinth that continue into the building. But not only that, we also welcome a group that 
will live together with the hospice resident, so there is always someone around. This project shows that 
you don’t have to be alone and challenges people not to feel lonely either.

CONNECT   
The connection already starts with the city, in this project an almost abandoned building has been 
chosen in one of the most beautiful places in Eindhoven, by turning this into a lively environment, this 
place becomes part of the city center again, with the people who live there as an important plus. The 
connection between different target groups is important for the understanding of dying, the dying 
process and the hospice, in order to combat the taboo of dying. But that applies not only from the side 
of society, but also from the side of the hospice. How important is it to be able to have a chat or have a 
cup of coffee with someone or play a game. It is not only about things that we see as norma. It can be 
beautiful when someone can share their passion through someone else after years.

GUIDANCE 
In order to get people to this place and let them explore here, the visitor has to be taken along. This is 
already happening outside the building by placing a bench where meetings can take place in the same 
layout and materialization as the reference points in the building, such as the division of the different 
layers in the building by means of brass-colored tube, but also the entrance that just as the benches is 
made of perforated brass colored aluminium. The entrance leads you inside to the meeting square, where 
the stairs take you above to the light. The stairs is of the same material as the benches and the entrance. 
It lets you enter all layers of the building and eventually end up on the city balcony, from which you 
look out over the Dommel towards the city park, but you can also see the city hall square and a part of 
Stratumseind.

CALMNESS 
This project deals with public and private differently than we normally do in the Netherlands. In the 
Netherlands we are used to let the public and private be defined by the facades. In this project we want 
to encourage the public, for this a natural progression has been made from public to private. In order to 
give the hospice resident the opportunity to be in a quiet place during this intense and difficult period, 
the hospice resident can determine the separation of his space himself. The hospice rooms are therefore 
also placed at the top of the building, increasing the distance between the city and the hospice, without 
affecting the accessibility too much.

CORRY WIJKMAN

HOSPICE & CALMNESS

DESIGN PRINCIPLES SHORT-STAY & CONNECT

VISITOR & LIVELINESS
The goal is to 
bring two worlds 
together. On the 
one hand, a more 
inclusive society 
is created for the 
hospice resident, on 
the other hand the 
eyes of society are 
opened to the dying 
process.

By bringing 
together different 
people in different 
phases of their 
lives (including 
the last phase) 
in a transformed 
building where 
space and social 
connection 
strengthen 
people in their 
psychological well-
being.

By bringing life, care 
and social activities 
together, in which 
people determine, 
choose and shape 
their own space, 
aimed at a pleasant 
atmosphere where 
social connections 
can become 
a meaningful 
experience.

As Dutch people we deal with death in an ambivalent way. As a result, we as a society make adjustments 
that are intended to prevent people from becoming aware of their animal nature, and therefore also of 
our mortality. This is, as it were, a cultural ‘shield’, which must guard man from everything that points to 
our creation and mortality. This is a social phenomenon that affects every person. A  taboo is the ritual 
avoidance of certain persons, things, places or times. By placing a “shield” in front of the reality of our 
mortality, society dictates that we avoid our mortality, and the entire process around it. A taboo is a 
restrictive provision, which has no conscious or rational purpose behind it. A taboo is not consciously 
created, but it slowly forms in the general norms and values of a people. This project focuses on creating 
a new way of dealing with the dying process, in which the dying process can no longer be seen as taboo.

The hub of life focuses on bringing the vibrancy of society to the hospice and its residents. A 
confrontation is made between the city and the hospice with the aim of raising awareness for the dying 
process and giving those in their dying process a chance to participate in society. Every person in the 
hospice has their own life stories and knowledge. This project focuses on an inclusive society in which 
the inhabitant of the target group can share these stories and knowledge with his or her fellow man as a 
resident of Eindhoven.

Currently, the hospices are located in green environments and quiet neighbourhoods. This is beautiful, 
but not inclusive. This project takes place in a vibrant city center where we creatie inclusiveness. A hub is 
being created in which both the hospice resident and the other target groups are encouraged to contact 
each other. This makes a personal connection with death, the process and the people associated with it.
This project takes place in the center of Eindhoven in the former cantonal court on the Dommel. It is 
a case study with the possibility of realisation. In this assignment, a balance has been sought between 
tranquility and liveliness, with the aim of allowing a conversation between different people to take place 
in which everyone can form his or her own safe environment.

From avoiding death, 
to making dying 
experienceable for 
society.

Quality of life until the 
last moment. Giving 
the option of a lively 
environment in the last 
phase of life.
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The restaurant serves as both a dining facility for visitors and residents. 
This is partly located in the plinth, but also in the old council chamber. The 
restaurant already starts outside the building with the terrace. This terrace 
completes the street profile and welcomes the visitor. Both on the second 
floor and on the ground floor, the restaurant has the opportunity to claim 
space, so this function is also connected with the interior space where 
encounters and wonder take place. The restaurant connects three layers 
and can therefore tempt you to discover the experiences in the building. 
Both visitors and residents can choose to eat in the restaurant alone or with 
friends or family. The resident also has the option to eat in the bedroom or 
in the kitchen. When a farewell ritual takes place in the event of the death of 
a resident, the restaurant can be used for a coffee table. The restaurant thus 
serves as a connector between the two worlds.

PROGRAM:
1  MAIN ENTRANCE
2  SECOND ENTRANCE
3  PARK
4  TERRACE
5  MEETING SQUARE
6  MAIN STAIRCASE
7  ELEVATOR
8  STAIRCASE IN NICHE
9  ESCAPE STAIRWELL
10 STORAGE
11  TEAHOUSE
12  POOL CAFE
13  RESTAURANT
14 MEETING ROOM

EXISTING BUILDING PARTS 
NEW BUILDING PARTS

13 HOSPICE ROOM
12 SHORT-STAY ROOM

PROGRAM:
6  MAIN STAIRCASE
7  ELEVATOR
8  STAIRCASE IN NICHE
9  ESCAPE STAIRWELL
13  RESTAURANT
15  CORRIDOR
16 LOFT
17 TOILET
18 SHORT-STAY ROOM
19 HOSPICE ROOM
20 COMMUNITY ROOM 

The existing atrium is stretched. 
The atrium is light and open, 
towards the top. There are 
multiple meeting layers.

The walls of the building are 
made of solid concrete, there 
are also columns that support 
the closed roof above the 
atrium.

The outer layer of the building 
houses the public program on 
the ground floor, further above 
the short-stay rooms and the 
hospice rooms on the upper 
floors.

The windows are placed in a 
clear grit, with high windows 
and more square windows. 
The windows together form a 
horizontal articulation on the 
facade.

The perforated brass guides 
visitors upwards from the 
entrances. The shape of the 
stairs leads to the light, which 
symbolizes the path to death, 
even though we will not be able 
to get to know the full extent of 
death.

There are small steps in the 
alcoves that give the building 
a feeling of discovery. The 
main staircase makes a charged 
theatrical gesture of power.

By taking up the existing 
window grid in the new 
mass, there are new vertical 
linings which compliment the 
horizontal linings of the existing 
building.

The building consists of yellow-
brown masonry and concrete 
elements with special windows. 
The foundation of the building 
consists of natural stone.

The resulting roofs are filled in 
with terraces and greenery. The 
roof of the main mass can be 
filled in with greenery and solar 
panels.

The building is generally three 
stories, but there is also a share 
mass where these are four 
stories and there is a large open 
courtroom over two and a half 
stories.

A large open atrium with galleries 
to the partial masses is created 
between the partial masses. 
The roof of the atrium is closed, 
making the space feel heavy.

By pushing the mass downwards 
in certain places, a finer scale is 
created. These new roofs can be 
used as outdoor spaces.

By creating openings in the 
existing part of the building, a 
new entrance is created and 
the building is accessible from 
all sides.

The existing main mass.

The building stretches vertically 
to make more space for the 
transition from public to private, 
and to be able to densify in the 
urban context.

The main mass is made up of 
different sizes of share masses 
with niches in between with 
high windows through which 
the light comes.

NEW OPENING IN SHARE 
MASSES

ATRIUMSTRETCHING MASS GUIDANCESCALING DOWN OUTSIDE LAYERGREEN ROOFTOPS FAÇADE OPENINGS

MASS SHARE MASSES STAIRWELLCONSTRUCTION FAÇADE OPENINGS Façade materialsATRIUM FLOORS

The architect of the building is J. Kruger. It was built from 1962 
to 1965. The building is the former cantonal court. The building 
served its function and is therefore heavy and massive. It 
immediately gives the feeling of being tried because of its large 
atrium with galleries (2) located in it. The quality of the building 
lies in making vertical connections. This refers to the small 
passages (3) and the large central stairs (10). The small steps 
are located in the cuts of the building (7), they create a playful 
character in the otherwise hard building. Another great quality 
in this building is that the courtroom (8) itself a big open special 
shaped block in de building with large window (9).

The environment or 
space we are in not 
only affects us when 
we are in space, but 
builds us up in the 
broader sense in the 
long run. In reality, 
space even influences 
the development of 
our brains. Changes 
in the environment 
change the brain, 
so they change 
our behavior. The 
environment we live 
in affects our physical, 
psychological and 
emotional health in 
both the short and 
long term, as well 
as how we perceive 
and behave towards 
other people. To feel 
good physically, our 
environment must 
meet our physical 
needs.

This was done in this 
design by adapting the 
design to the eight 
design principles of 
Peter Zumthor. The 
curved staircase that 
narrows upwards takes 
people along and 
guides them to the 
light. The world inside 
stands for encounter 
and discovery, but 
the facade is used as 
a membrane for the 
inner world. Familiar 
sounds are added 
to give the hospice 
resident the feeling of 
a familiar environment. 
The composition of 
materials has created a 
warm and comfortable 
environment. A lot 
of light enters the 
large atrium, which 
connects all layers.
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PROGRAM:
6  MAIN STAIRCASE
7  ELEVATOR
8  STAIRCASE IN NICHE
9  ESCAPE STAIRWELL
15  CORRIDOR
16 LOFT
19 HOSPICE ROOM
21 LIBRARY
22 STUDY ROOM
23 OUTDOOR SPACE
24 LIVING ROOM OPEN AREA
25 LIVING ROOM CLOSED
26 EXHIBITING HOBBY

The living room is a place where the hospice resident and the short-stay 
resident come together and determine the space by turning and moving 
elements. By means of the elements, the space can function as a living 
room, or for example as a party room. It is also possible to make the hallway 
part of the living room. The living room works like any living room and is 
therefore also intended to receive visitors.
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eexxiissttiinngg  ffaaccaaddee  bbuuiilldd‐‐uupp  nneeww::
existing masonry
existing concrete wall
gypsum fiber board
plaster

eexxiissttiinngg  bbuuiilldd‐‐uupp  nneeww::
floor Finishing

OSB plate
compression‐resistant mineral wool insulation

cement screed with floor heating
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wooden window frames
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HHSSBB  eelleemmeenntt  bbuuiilldd‐‐uupp::
perforated annualized aluminium brass color on aluminium frame
water‐resistant fiberboard
wooden stile and framework 100x38mm + isolation
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cement screed with floor heating
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wooden beam layer 245x70mm in steel beam HE260A
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gypsum fiber board 2x
plaster
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prefabricated rammed earth panels with substructure
air cavity + facade supports
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