
DUROSTORUM MUSEUM FORUM

forum [noun]
• a meeting or medium where ideas and views on particular issue can be exchanged.
• in ancient Rome, the area in the middle of the town used for public business.

MUSEUM FORUM 
place for cultural and social interaction

HYPOTHESIS

During the Roman era, the forum held significant importance as a versatile, centrally located public space that facilitated 
various activities, including public speeches and diverse gatherings. Over time, it gradually evolved and expanded, re-
flecting incremental advancements. The Museum Forum aspires to establish a novel public space that not only accommo-
dates daily activities and events but also safeguards and promotes the city's historical legacy.

Silistra's historical roots extend back more than 500,000 years. However, it was the Romans who laid the foundation for 
the initial settlement in 106 AD, known as Durostorum. Subsequently, the settlement experienced gradual growth, trans-
forming it into a prominent cultural, military, and religious center along the lower Danube River. The city's strategic loca-
tion led to its governance by various civilisations throughout history, leaving behind remnants of Thracian, Byzantine, and 
Ottoman influence in the city and its surrounding region. The Arab cartographer Idris wrote in 1153 about Drastar (form-
er name under the Byzantine rule):

“ It is a city of vast lands, with crowded markets, abundance of livelihood, with magnificent buildings and well-made 
dwellings.”

The city witnessed its most notable growth and prosperity during the 1970s, up until the fall of the regime. However, the 
city's current state bears little resemblance to its glorious past. The Museum Forum aims to ignite a catalyst for subsequent 
development, serving as a foundation from which the city can embark on a transformative journey to promote itself as a 
cultural and historical destination. The Museum Forum aims to convey the city's captivating narrative to a wider audience 
and establish Silistra as a significant cultural and historical hub.

WHERE IT BEGAN
where everything happens

The fortress of the city was strategically constructed along the Danube River, and presently, the principal remnants can be 
observed within the confines of Danube Park. This location can be regarded as the official starting point of Durostorum's 
historical journey. At present, the park assumes a central role as the heart of the city—a vibrant hub where individuals 
convene with friends, partake in leisurely evening strolls, relish picturesque sunsets, and accompany their children to the 
playground. However, a drawback associated with the park is its relative inactivity during the winter season, as few individ-
uals are observed traversing its grounds. Reflecting on this aspect, a former Silistra resident named Mihael, aged 27, 
states:

“Once you go to the park right now, in the summer especially, you see how may people are actually in Silistra. You don’t 
get to see that many people anywhere else around the city.. The ‘Kapancheto’ (a restaurant in the park), I don’t know why 
they never made it a good place you can visit to eat something or have a drink.. It is the only restaurant in the park and 

the area, but they don’t do anything about it (works only during the spring/summer).”

SEAMLESSLY MERGING WITH NATURE

The architectural design of the museum embraces a subterranean concept, effectively ensuring unobstructed vistas within 
the surrounding park area. Seamlessly blending into the terrain, the building features elevated sections on both sides, 
giving rise to roof terraces that foster interaction among individuals occupying different levels. These terraces serve as 
inviting spaces where visitors can bask in the sunlight during summer, witness the mesmerizing spectacle of sunsets, or 
take respite following a leisurely stroll through the park. During special events, the architectural structure effortlessly trans-
forms into an amphitheater, facilitating engaging performances or presentations. The two distinct patios are positioned 
at varying heights. The first, situated at the mezzanine level, assumes the role of a public square, encompassed by the 
café and museum shop. One level below, the second patio functions as a transitional layer before accessing the museum 
itself. This lower patio features a decorative pool, providing a refreshing respite for visitors during the summer days, dou-
bling as a performance stage during events, and serving as an ice rink during the winter season. From this patio, individu-
als can descend the stairs and make their way into the museum's interior.
 

SPREADING THE ROOTS
The Museum Forum metaphorically embodies the role of a tree within this project. Initially rooted in the park, it gradually 
extends its influence throughout the surrounding area and into the city itself. These satellite extensions function as cata-
lysts, activating various segments of the urban landscape. In a collaborative endeavor with the museum, city residents are 
encouraged to initiate or engage in projects that expand the museum's reach. For instance, during the interviews, it 
became evident that the local bazaar holds significant importance for the community, providing convenient access to lo-
cally sourced produce. By leveraging this local market, the adjacent restaurant has the potential to serve as a platform for 
showcasing regional cuisine, offering culinary classes, and disseminating information about the local gastronomy. This 
approach not only contributes to the preservation and promotion of the local culinary heritage but also holds the potential 
for economic profitability.
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1. Restaurant - Silistra, being an agricultural region renowned for its vibrant cuisine and area-specific delicacies, has al-
ready witnessed various initiatives aimed at promoting its culinary heritage through food festivals held in the city or neigh-
boring villages. The city also boasts a permanent local bazaar where farmers from Silistra and its vicinity showcase and 
sell their fresh produce. In close proximity to the bazaar, an authentic traditional restaurant can serve as an ideal venue 
to savor farm-to-table dishes and provide culinary classes for those interested in exploring the local gastronomy.

2. Event Place - Silistra, being an integral part of the Dobrudja folkloric region, boasts its own rich tapestry of traditional 
dances, music, and costumes. An event place can be designated to organise cultural events and workshops, catering to 
individuals interested in immersing themselves in the local folklore. Additionally, this venue can incorporate a comprehen-
sive exhibition highlighting the distinct costumes, songs, and dances specific to the region.

3. Artistic Residency/ Workshops - The existing history museum in Silistra can be transformed into an artistic residen-
cy, offering accommodations to various artists and researchers in exchange for conducting workshops for the city's resi-
dents. Conveniently situated in close proximity to the youth center, which offers a diverse array of classes ranging from 
ballet to painting, a collaborative partnership can be established between the two institutions.

4. SiNext - As an extension of the Museum Forum, the SiNext pavilion serves as a smaller exhibition space located within 
the park. Standing for "Silistra Next," this pavilion focuses on exploring the present and future prospects of the city, provid-
ing a dedicated space for temporary displays and exhibits.

5. DigiLAB - Designed primarily to cater to the city's students, the DigiLAB is a specialised facility that offers resources 
and opportunities for experimentation and learning. Additionally, it incorporates an exhibition dedicated to Silistra's indus-
trial history and showcases technological devices manufactured in the region. The proximity of the DigiLAB to the recently 
transformed old airplane, now serving as a technology hub, offers students further opportunities for in-depth exploration 
and learning.

6. Distillery and Bar- Complementing the diverse culinary offerings, Silistra also boasts a selection of locally produced 
beverages. The bar, situated within the park, provides panoramic views of the river and offers an ideal setting to enjoy 
these regional libations. Furthermore, the establishment showcases the intricate process of crafting these beverages and 
provides insight into their historical significance.

7. Bakery- Silistra, part of Dobrudja know as the “Granary of Bulgaria”, where not long ago there were plenty of wind-
mills around the regions. However, today there is just one remaining. The bakery will produce fresh bread and pastries, 
while exhibiting the history of “bread making” and preserving this long lasting tradition.
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THE CULTURAL HOT SPOT
“It would be lovely to see more events- cultural and sports, happening in the city and having more 
social media advertising, so it can reach more people. I want to work on turning Silistra into a 
tourist attraction.”

The Museum Forum exemplifies a versatile architectural structure, meticulously crafted to fulfill di-
verse requirements within the city and foster a vibrant communal space for local residents and tour-
ists alike. The museum's patio exhibits remarkable adaptability, enabling its transformation to suit 
various occasions. The upper section serves as an idyllic setting for open-air exhibitions, akin to a 
public square, while the lower section functions as a captivating stage for concerts, shows, perfor-
mances, and similar artistic endeavors. During the summer season, the patio can be repurposed as 
an outdoor cinema, offering an immersive cinematic experience, while in the winter months, it pro-
vides a welcoming venue for ice skating, an activity currently absent in both the city and its vicinity. 
Furthermore, the incorporation of green roof terraces entices visitors to recline and indulge in the 
picturesque vistas of the park or relish the breathtaking spectacle of sunset over the Danube River.

Yordanka (29) veterinarian 

“I describe myself as ‘homebody’ and 
usually like calmer places and prefer 
nature, going for a walk. From time to 
time I love to grab a coffee with a friend, 
but I do not like the noisy cafes where we 
can barely hear each other. The Cafe 
Forum is a great place for an afternoon 
meet up or a stop after a walk in the 
park.”

Meltem (15) student 

“Throughout the week, I reside in the 
student dormitory conveniently situat-
ed across from the Museum Forum. It 
fills me with excitement to have a 
dedicated space where I can unwind 
with friends after school, as well as a 
serene environment that facilitates 
focused studying.”

Preslav (25) waiter

“The city truly captivates me during 
the summertime, when the out-
doors come alive with vibrant 
energy. The open-air cinema and 
bustling nighttime activities are 
especially delightful, providing the 
perfect opportunity to mingle and 
connect with fellow enthusiasts.”

Darius (28) engineer

“Residing in Calarasi, Romania, just 
across from Silistra, I often find myself 
venturing into the city for shopping and 
picking up groceries. Lately, however, a 
new reason has emerged for my visits: 
spending quality time with friends at the 
vibrant forum.”

Dayana (31) lawyer

“Residing in a foreign land, I make 
several visits to my family each year. 
One of the aspects I cherish most about 
my hometown is its tranquil ambiance, 
coupled with its profound connection 
with nature. One of my favorite pas-
times is spending evenings on the roof-
top of the Forum, relishing the breath-
taking sunset over the Danube River.”

Max (35) manager

“As an avid cruise enthusiast who 
frequently explores the Danube, I was 
delighted to discover that Silistra had 
been included in one of the itineraries. 
Intrigued by this unfamiliar destination, I 
eagerly embarked on the cruise. Upon 
docking, my first visit was to the Dorusto-
rum Museum Forum, conveniently located 
near the pier. To my astonishment, the 
city's rich historical background left a 
lasting impression on me.”

THE ATMOSPHERE
The project employs concrete as its primary construction material and creatively utilises texture and color to emphasize both indoor and 
outdoor spaces. Outdoor areas feature smooth walls, while indoor spaces exhibit textured walls with a rough finish and striated pattern. 
To evoke an earth-like ambiance, pigmentation is incorporated into the concrete. Stucco is applied to the external wall panels, creating 
a uniform and even appearance along the facades.

The mezzanine level and patios feature flooring adorned with stone-effect tiles, imparting a sense of elegance and durability. In the 
museum level, trowel-finished concrete is utilised, providing a highly resistant surface against abrasion and wear, while also ensuring slip 
resistance.

To add visual accents, dark-colored wood is strategically employed in various locations, particularly at the tower and as frames for win-
dows and doors, enhancing the aesthetic appeal of the architectural elements.

textured concrete for the covered areas stucco finish for the uncovered walls trowel-finished concrete stone effect tiles for mezzanine level 
and patios

The park level provides an inviting atmosphere for visitors to gain a preliminary glimpse of the 
forum while also affording them the opportunity to rest and unwind after a leisurely stroll. Further-
more, it offers an advantageous vantage point for observing the various events and activities 
transpiring within the forum.
The park level features three perforated openings, allowing individuals on this level glimpses into 
the museum exhibition including the two emergency escapes on each side of the forum.
From the park level, individuals have the option to descend into the forum area or ascend to the 
terraces. One of the terraces provides an opportunity for relaxation, offering loose furniture for 
seating. The other terrace grants a sneak peek into the adjacent patio area and allows individuals 
to access the observation tower by ascending the stairs.

Silvia (45) teacher

“I hold a great fondness for the forum 
during the winter season, as it offers 
much-needed outdoor activities during 
the colder months. It has become a 
regular tradition for me to bring my 
daughter to partake in the joys of ice 
skating, followed by a delightful 
moment of warmth and relaxation with 
a cup of tea at the café.”

The Museum Forum showcases a diverse array of spatial dialogues within its premises. Despite the predominantly subterranean nature of 
the Cafe Forum, it successfully maintains a sense of connection and engagement with the adjacent park. Acting as an intermediary space, 
the lounge area serves as a transitional zone between the cafe and the patio. An annexed void, featuring a mirrored wall, fosters dynamic 
interaction and interplay among four distinct levels, namely the museum, the patio, the park, and the terrace. Perforated openings encir-
cling the forum offer an intriguing opportunity for the curious onlookers to catch a glimpse of the museum's interior.

Due to the building's underground design, it was important to prioritise natural light in order to ensure well-lit interiors. To achieve this, the 
design focused on establishing diverse connections with the outdoors and interweaving different layers, effectively generating an expansive 
ambiance that harmoniously bridges distinct realms. By carefully crafting these connections, a sense of fluidity and continuity is achieved, 
allowing the interplay of light and shadow to permeate throughout, fostering an immersive experience that seamlessly unifies the interior 
and exterior realms.

The current Regional History Museum showcases a collection of artifacts spanning from the Prehistorical era to the late Middle Ages. The 
upcoming museum project intends to inherit this existing collection and expand the exhibition's chronological scope to encompass periods 
up until the 1990s. Considering the uncertainties surrounding the availability of resources for these subsequent periods, the plan is to 
present relevant information in a digital format. The proposed exhibition layout serves as a preliminary suggestion that allows for potential 
redevelopment and adjustments in response to specific needs and unforeseen circumstances.

The design of the exhibition space within the museum was intentionally conceived to be neutral and highly adaptable, allowing for easy 
adjustments and reconfigurations as desired. Initially, the concept entailed creating a distinctive design for each time period, but through 
extensive testing and research, it was determined that a more sustainable and future-proof approach would be to provide a versatile 
space.

An example of how the exhibition space could be organised within this flexible framework is as follows: modular display units that can be 
rearranged and repositioned, allowing for different layouts and configurations based on the specific exhibition requirements. This adapt-
ability enables the museum to accommodate a diverse needs and technological changes over time, ensuring a dynamic and engaging ex-
perience for visitors.

Careful consideration has been given to the structural design and MEP installations to ensure they do not interfere with the exhibition 
space. By incorporating these elements in a way that minimises their impact on the layout, the space remains unobstructed and unrestrict-
ed, promoting the free flow of visitors and facilitating various exhibition setups.

To maintain a connection with the park and ensure the exhibition space receives natural light, perforated openings have been strategically 
incorporated. These openings allow daylight to penetrate the space, creating a visually appealing atmosphere while also establishing a 
visual and spatial connection with the surrounding park environment.
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To ensure minimal disruption to the 
park landscape, the museum is situ-

ated underground

A void was incorporated to facilitate 
park access and introduce natural 

daylight to the museum level

In order to expand the exhibition area, 
as well as create space for a new café 
and museum shop, the height of the 
amenities' area was reduced and an 

additional level is added

To evoke an amphitheater ambiance, 
the patio is transformed by reconfig-
uring it into two distinct levels, estab-

lishing a tiered arrangement.

Direct access to the patio is intro-
duced, while the roofs of the museum 
shop and cafe are transformed into 
terraces. The lift was extended and 
re-purposed as an observation tower, 
becoming a symbol of the museum.
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the forum used for art installations the forum as an ice skating rink

the forum as a place to enjoy the sunset the forum as an open air cinema

THE PARK LEVEL & TERRACES

Upon descending from the park level, visitors arrive at the mezzanine level, wherein the Cafe 
Forum and the Museum Shop are situated on opposite sides. Between these two spaces lies the 
lounge area, which offers a partially shaded environment and serves as an extension of the cafe. 
The annexed patio further enhances the visitor's experience by facilitating interaction between 
different levels and providing a space for engaging and interactive encounters. Presently, a net 
installation serves as a means of relaxation and connection with the museum level. Collectively, 
these levels function as a public square, serving as a vibrant hub for social gatherings and foster-
ing opportunities for meeting and interaction.

THE MEZZANINE LEVEL

From the mezzanine level, the visitor proceeds downward to the second patio, also known as the 
"stage." This decorative pool serves as an adaptable space that can be transformed to suit various 
events and activities. Moreover, it is from this level that visitors can descend further to reach the 
final museum level.

The museum level is divided into two distinct sections: the exhibition space and the amenities with 
the staffarea. The floor layout of this level is carefully planned to ensure unhindered circulation 
throughout the entire space, allowing visitors to navigate seamlessly and explore the museum 
without encountering obstructions.

THE “STAGE” & MUSEUM LEVEL

entrance to the forum

AREA DESCRIPTION
1. Forum entry
2. Cafe Forum
3. Technical room/ storage
4. Accessible WC
5. WC
6. Lounge
7. Museum shop
8. Technical room/ storage
9. Annexed patio
10. Elevator
11. Patio “the square”
12. Decorative pool “the stage”

AREA DESCRIPTION
1. Reception
2. Museum exhibition 
3. Emergency escape 
4. Technical room
5. Annexed patio
6. Office 
7. Restoration room
8. Lift/ staff entrance 
9. Cleaner’s room
10. Women’s WC
11. Accessible WC
12. Men’s WC
13. Locker’s area
14. Museum storage 
15. Technical room
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ADAPTABLE EXHIBITION SPACE

Prehistoric Period - Middle Ages Ottoman Empire - Post War

From Static to Dynamic: Architectural Design Propelling Museums as Forums of the Future

Museums, through their architectural design and spatial organisation, have the potential to evolve into dynamic 
forums that serve as effective placemakers, contributing to the creation of vibrant and dynamic urban environments. 

Cafe Forum interior view

Cafe Forum entrance and lounge area

View of the forum from the museum exhibition

The annexed patio, intersection of museum, forum, park and terrace levelssite plan, scale 1:200
front elevation, scale 1:50

mezzanine level, scale 1:100 museum level, scale 1:100
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