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FALLING DOWN & RISE UP 
AGAIN 

Tourism at the Belgian coast decreases. 
Formerly tourist apartments are now 
occupied by retirees who have moved from 
the inland to the coast. Therefore, aging 
at the Belgian coast is twice as high as in 
the rest of Flanders and the Netherlands. 
The area can be treated as a precursor of 
the issue ‘aging’. An ideal pioneer site to 
experiment with the area issue. 
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LIFE COASTING VILLAGE 
A C T I V A T I N G  B L A N K E N B E R G E  O N 
T H E  B E L G I A N  C O A S T

Life coasting! How to create a future-proof 
established sea resort by facilitating the 
needs of elderly residents at the coast of 
Belgium? The separation between young and 
old (in the Blankenberge case: the elderly at 
the dike/boulevard and the family houses in 
the inner land) are not desirable. A city full of 
elderly people, similar to gated communities 
found in America, is not desirable for social 
cohesion in the seaside resort. The way 
of living after retirement has changed to 
become a new phase of active life. Retirees 
want to be triggered, stay active in a vital 
social environment and from time to time be 
pampered. 

Between the dike and the inner land, an 
old dilapidated belle époque neighborhood 
separated the retirees, the locals and the 
tourist. By giving this area a new meaning 
with recreational places and private retreats, 
a new hot spot will be established next to the 
city centre and extend the existing shopping 
route. 

The public space on the ground floor well be 
separated into two. On higher levels there 
will be connections to cross over, outside 
and inside. Behind gates (pivot doors) a semi 
public spaces is created where facilities for 
shopping, health care and leisure can be 
found. These functions close at night just 
like the semi-public space. A public walkway 
and series of ramps connect the different 
floors and create relationships between the 
various facilities possible. This route makes 
it possible for elderly citizens with walking 
difficulties to practice and progressively 
move between the different levels. 

To see and to be seen. 150 years ago, a 
group of the ‘social elite’ from the central 
region of Belgium went to the coast to enjoy 
the air and sun. They were the owners of 
a seaside villa, a Belle Etage property. The 
principle of the belle etage is the relationship 
between the different levels. You can look up 
and down from each level to a floor below 
or above. In the public space, everyone is 
visible. From the inner areas of the building 
you can “peek” to the outside world. 

SOLITARITY WEDGE

Between the old tourist axis, with its 
concrete “heritage”, and the inner land, 
with its local and indigenous people, lies 
an old belle epoque district. This district 
constitutes a separation which weakens 
the interrelationships in Blankenberge. By 
redeveloping this location

MAKING PLACE FOR RETIREES 

The terms ‘summer town’ and ‘winter town’ 
were until recently well-known phenomena. 
Now retirees inhabit the summer area (or 
summer town). This results in permanently 
inhabited temporary tourist apartments. A 
new quality for living in a coastal area can 
be reached for this target group. They are 
still wealthy and at the beginning of a new 
phase in their lives. 

summerwinterelder ly propert ies

NEW FRAME CITY
 

Preserving old façades and main structure 
walls is the basis of the new development

p r e s e r v a t i o n  &  c o n s e r v a t i o n a c c e n t s 
The value of the existing neighborhood is poor. New 

accents are created to improve the value

The old fisherman’s house is a symbol and a 
recognizable point. The new urban design makes 

the fisherman’s house visible from outside. A 
glimp of the fisherman’s house attracts passing 

pedestrians into the neighborhood

 N

z icht l i jnen

-

v i s i b i l i t y  f i s h e r m a n ’ s  h o u s e

 N

wander ing terr i tory

w a n d e r i n g  t e r r i t o r y 
A newly designed area to wander around and 

discover the new shops and health related 
functions on multi levels 

 N

s u n p a t h
A pa th  w i th  she l te red  spo ts  in  the  sun 

CREATING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

Creating new public and semi-public spaces 
of high user value the area will be revived. 
Important is that each space will designed 
on different stages of aging. The various 
levels are attractive to created different 
routes and to wander through the fisherman 
village. The degree of open, closed and 
private, public will support the variety of 
spaces.
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f resh  eco  food  marke t
workshop space/bakery
co f fe  house
outdoor  s tage
shop
ent rance  mov ie -cu l t  house
shop
expo
shop
knowledge cen ter
lobby  ho te l
res tauran t  ho te l
shop
ent rance  park ing  /  ramp
ch i ld ren  daycare
shop

FLOOR PLAN GROUND FLOOR

BELLE EPOQUE

Dike 

Wall of grandeur, villas decorated 
with colonnades, loggias, verandas. 
To see and to be seen, 
show on the balcony, 
drunk with prosperity, high, proud, 
the richesse in a golden age settled. 

Villa les lilas, Les Orchidées, 
Jeanne, Alice and Louise: 
the names mentioned 
for flowers and children, 
built in the prime of life again, 
as houses of gods. 
Frederick Lucien de Laere

b e l l e  e p o q u e  v i l l a  c o n n e c t i o n  w a n d e r  a r e a

nar row  passage w i th  a  secre t 
en t rance ,  fo r   example  the 

c lubhouse en t rance  fo r  e lder ly 

s e c r e t   . 0 1

new re la t ions ,  c rea t ing 
wa lkways  on  mu l t i  l eve ls  and 

make them v is ib le  fo r  soc ia l 
sa fe ty

p a s s a g e  . 0 2

play ing  w i th  the  mind  by 
pu t t ing  the  wa lkway  in 

perspec t i ve ,  a t  the  end  o f  the 
passage the i r  w i l l  be  a  new 

“spo t ” ,  wh ich  w i l l  l ead  th rough 
the  a rea

p a s s a g e  . 0 3

s i t t ing  in  the  sun  w i thou t  w ind , 
c rea t ing  a  new mic ro  c l imate 

s q u a r e  . 0 4

a ramp gu ides  to  new 
func t ions 

p a s s a g e  . 0 5

hidden garden,  to  en te r  a t 
d i f fe ren t  ways  and leve ls

c o u r t y a r d  . 0 6

al l  p lo ts  can ’ t  be  bought  a t  the 
same t ime -  a  g rowth  mode l 

can  be  in t roduced -  an  op t ima l 
mode l  w i l l  be  rea l i zed  d r iven 

by  demand

v i e w  . 0 7

n e w  u r b a n  p l a ne x i s t i n g  u r b a n  p l a n

LIFE COASTING

New lifestyles of elderly asks for a functional 
program that support this lifestyle. Functions 
as health, leisure and knowledge will be 
combined. Placing stores and boutiques 
a new space for residents of Blankeberge 
will support their livelihood. The city Centre 
prolonged and create new horizontal routes 
instead of the vertical (from the sea off) 
routes

TOOKIT || CREATING SPACES AND PLACES 

v i s i o n l i f e  c o a s t i n g  r a m p

ENTRANCE BUILDINGS
A c lear  mass  in  con t ras t 

w i th  the  ex is t ing  bu i ld ings . 
I t  i s  s imp le  in  te rms o f 

de ta i l s .  The  masses  a re 
the  nodes  in  the  rou te  to 

the  town,  sea  and the  t ra in 
s ta t ion  o f  B lankenberge .

v i e w  0 1 .  | |   b e f o r e

v i e w  0 2 .  | |   a f t e r

v i e w  0 2 .  | |   b e f o r e

v i e w  0 1 .  | |   a f t e r

v i e w  0 3 .  | |   b e f o r e
v i e w  0 3 .  | |   a f t e r

v i e w  a t r i u m 

275 m²
HOTEL

CONNECTIONS OLD 
AND NEW

The re la t ionsh ip  be tween 
o ld  and  new shou ld 

re in fo rce  each  o ther.  The 
aes the t i ca l  sub t l y  o f  the 

mater ia l  i s  impor tan t . 
An  a luminum façade 

is  c rea ted  in  an  ear thy 
tone .  The pr in t  and  the 

open/c lose  p ropor t ion 
c rea tes  var ie ty  in 

aes the t i cs .

GATES AND RAIL INGS
The access ib i l i t y  o f  the 

semi -pub l i c  space  is 
con t ro l led  by  p ivo t  doors . 

In  a  c losed  s ta te ,  the 
p r in t  in  the  a luminum wi l l 
make the  ou tdoor  spaces 

beh ind  the  door  v is ib le . 
The  ra i l i ng  a re  un i fo rm 

in  bo th  the  o ld  and  new 
bu i ld ings .  Th is  enhances 

the   recogn i t ion  o f  the 
en t i re  p ro jec t  as  a  who le . 

The  des ign  i s  insp i red 
by  o ld  mater ia ls  such  as 
cas t  i ron ,  wh ich  a re  then 
app l ied  in  a  modern  way.

EXTROVERT VS. INTROVERT
The facades of the existing belle époque 
building are recognizable by the many details 
and the profusion of decorations. This is 
the result of them displaying their wealth 
during the industrial revolution. During that 
time a new product was introduced in the 
build sector: ornamental ceramics. Not only 
were the floors covered with decorative 
floors tiles but also walls and arches above 
the window were gracefully enriched. The 
extrovert outer façade showed their status 
in society. The interiors where the opposite 
of the exterior, soberly decorated.

I wanted to reserve the context of extroverted 
and introverted in the new to build part of 
the plan. The exterior of the new buildings 
will be reserved and simple, in contrast to 
the existing buildings. The facades of each 
building are similar in character to create 
continuity across the whole of the new 
development.

Newly formed building will accentuate the 
new routes in the area. Their physical lines 
match the ratios and proportions of the 
existing buildings. 

The main target group, the elderly, will stay 
in spaces in several buildings. These indoor 
spaces should stimulate an active life.  The 
different atmospheres in the interior provide  
each functions its own identity. 
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HEAT BALANS KITE

patron from ceramics
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PIVOT DOOR

f ront  v iew shadow inside


