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Summary

This final paper is meant to inform about the fight against terrorism within the European Union and the United States. It will answer the following research question: 
What are the main differences between the European Union and the United States in the field of fighting terrorism? How does the European Union policy (EU policy) and United States policy (US policy) affect the relationship between those continents? 
The ways which the European Union and the United States fight terrorism differ enormously from each other, because they both have their own strategy for fighting terrorism. Therefore, the European Union use the EU policy in the same way the United States use the US policy. A special focus is given on the EU Counter-Terrorism strategy, and for the United States a close look is taken at the Terrorist Information Awareness programme as well as the National Strategy. The EU and US policy have a few similarities, but also a few differences. In the end, both strategies have the same purpose, namely combat terrorism and create a world without the threat of terrorists and terrorist attacks. To better understand the main differences between the European Union and the United States in the field of fighting terrorism it is important to go back in history. The world has to deal with a lot of different types of terrorism, for example, anarchistic, nationalistic, or left-wing and right-wing terrorism, but the main focus of this final paper will be religious terrorism, because Islamic terrorists and organizations are presently the most active and greatest threats worldwide. Between 1980 and 1995, the terrorist groups with a religious motivation for their actions increased by 43 percent of all terror groups. 
Since the attacks of September 11, 2001 the United States and European Union work closely together to combat terrorism. In history, the United States and the European Union did not share the same opinion in the field of cooperation, but they currently all see that it is important to work closely together with other countries and continents to globally combat terrorism. One main difference, for example, is that they help each other with the exchange of passenger data such as, confidential data or addresses of possible terrorists. These changes have made a large difference in the way the European Union and the United States fight terrorism. It makes the world stronger.
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Introduction
This final paper is meant to inform about the fight against terrorism within the European Union and the United States. At present, terrorism seems to play a role in everyone’s life. Almost everyday, people and organizations have to deal with new terrorist threats somewhere in the world. This subject is a pressing issue that has prompted to read about it, do research on it and maybe find some answers on questions such as what different types of terrorism are there? What makes terrorism so dangerous? How long has terrorism existed? Who are the targets of the terrorists? Etcetera. These political questions resulted in the subject of terrorism. Finally, these questions resulted in the research question below.

This final paper will especially focus on the relationship between the European Union and the Unites States by give an answer to the question: What are the main differences between the European Union and the United States in the field of fighting terrorism? How does this EU policy and US policy affect the relationship between those continents? 
The way in which the European Union and the United States fight terrorism differs enormously from each other. This paper will show what the main differences are. In order to find an answer on these questions it is first important to know what terrorism means. For a definition of terrorism see chapter 1. This chapter explains the motives of terrorists and the different types of terrorism. Also, an enumeration of terrorist attacks can be found in chapter 1. This chapter gives an overview of what kind of terrorist attacks there have been in the last couple of years. For an overview of the EU policy, see chapter 2. This chapter explains what the EU Counter-Terrorism strategy is. Furthermore, chapter 3 will focus on the US policy and explains the Terrorist Information Awareness programme as well as the National Strategy for Combating Terrorism. After that, this final paper goes back in history (chapter 4) and describes how the relationship was in former times between the European Union and the United States. For an overview of the main differences and similarities between the EU and the US policy see chapter 4. Finally, chapter 5 will give the conclusion and the answer on the research question of this final paper.

1. Definition of terrorism
1.1 Introduction
There are a lot of definitions of terrorism, but in the end they all have the same meaning. Literally, the word terrorism is derived from the Latin word terror which means fear (Definition of terrorism, 2008, “Etymology” section 2, para. 1). The word terrorism originated in France during the French revolution
. At that time, terrorism was not yet as associated with Islam as it is now. One description that have repeatedly encountered is that terrorism is a terrifying method of repeated violent actions which is used by individuals, groups or states. The direct human victims of terrorism are often coincidentally chosen. In this case, victims would be opportunity targets. Sometimes the victims are clearly selected from a population. Then it can be supposed that victims are representative or symbolic targets (A.P. Schmid & A.J. Jongman, “Political Terrorism”, Amsterdam, 1988 section 1 para. 2). Terrorists try to destroy or disrupt the fundamental political, constitutional, economic or social structures of a country or form an international organization by putting them in fear. Terrorists force governments or international organizations to do, not to do or endure something (Definition: “Terroristisch oogmerk”, Wetboek van Strafrecht (Sr) artikel 83a). They do that by making the population of a country anxious. The violence that terrorists use is directed towards the lives of as many innocent people as possible. The terrorist attacks are meant to cause damage by wound or kill citizens and civilians. Later on in this final paper, there is a more specified overview about the different terrorist groups of the world and also about the different types of terrorism can be read.
1.2 Different origins

The world has to deal with a lot of different types of terrorism. Besides Islamic terrorism, the most important groups are the anarchist terrorism, left-wing terrorism, nationalist terrorism, right-wing terrorism, religious terrorism and state terrorism. Anarchist terrorism occurred most of all between 1870 and 1920. They stood for the idea that the government should be abolished and voluntary cooperation should be society’s organizing principle (Gale Group, Inc, 2006, "Introduction to Anarchist Terrorism” section 1 para. 1). A large part of this movement is against the use of violence to achieve a political aim and argue that they should not be considered terrorists. In their eyes, no one should accept subordination. Nationalist terrorists want to form an independent state for their own community. These terrorists describe themselves as ‘freedom fighters’ and try to combat the dominant forces within a country. Nationalist terrorists often see immigration as a threat for their country. State terrorism is terrorism which is executed or supported by a state. State terrorists like to reach a political or religious target. 
Another famous type of terrorism that can be mentioned is religious terrorism. These terrorists strive for a purpose and are determined to do everything for their religious belief. A good example of this terrorist organization will be Al Qaeda. Furthermore, left- and right-wing terrorists organizations can be noticed. Left-wing terrorists are against capitalism and would like to undermine or destroy it, or replace it with a Communist or Socialist form of government. Left-wing terrorists would like to see that the proceeds of the means of production of Capitalists go to the whole population. Right-wing terrorists are most of the time racists. That means they have an aversion to foreigners. They often belong to one or more neo-Nazi groups. Within this final paper, the main focus is terror of Muslims, but this is certainly not the only group that the world needs to look out for!
1.3 The motives of terrorists

What kind of motives do Islamic terrorists have to easily kill innocent children, men and women without any fear? One of the clearest motives of terrorism is their ideology. Most of all, that will be an ideology in their belief whereby they will do everything within their powers to make a leader or a god satisfied. Terrorists put up a fight for their own country or nation. When their plans can not be fulfilled by normal negotiations, they immediately feel the need to use violence. They are also prepared to die for their ideology as a hero. Most of the time, Muslims think by do something ‘good’ (like a suicide bomb and as a result of that lots of innocent people will die) they will come back in another life in a higher grouping. Terrorists often choose innocent men or women for their actions. (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2008, “America Respond to Terrorism What is terrorism?” section 1, para. 2).


1.4 Different types of terrorism

Terrorism is not a new phenomenon within Europe and the United States. People from all over the world have had to deal with it for a very long time already. Terrorist groups are spread all over the world. In Ireland, for example, people have to deal with the IRA. This terrorist organization descended from the army of the Irish Republic. The abbreviation IRA is a collective term for different military organizations who call themselves the Irish Republican Army (IRA). This organization began in 1916 and they did not hesitate to use bombing attacks on public places to achieve what they want. The IRA asked her members to stop operate and to make a definitive end to this armed battle on July 28, 2005 and the members of the IRA did this (Wikipedia, 2008, “IRA” section Geschiedenis, section 1, para. 7). Another example in the European Union is the ETA. They live in Spain and France and they are often on the news broadcast with their terrorist organization named the ETA. This is an abbreviation for ‘Euskadi Ta Askatasuna’ which means ‘Basque country and freedom’. This organization was founded as a result of the cooperation with the PNV ‘Partido Nacionalista Vasco’ in 1894 (Wikipedia, 2008, “Basken” section De ETA, para. 3). ETA is a terrorist organization that committed attacks and who fight for independence for socialistic Basque state from Spanish and French authorities.
There are also a lot of different animal rights and protection organizations in the world. For example, the PETA ‘People for the Ethnical Treatment of Animals’ or the BUAV ‘British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection’, and they use campaign names like ‘Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty’ (SHAC). Another terrorist group that can be mentioned are the so called ‘eco-terrorists’ or ‘ecotage’. They will boycott everything that has to do with harming animals by holding demonstrations, organizing undercover investigations and by intimidation of media campaigns. ‘Eco-terrorism’, is at the moment, the number one domestic terrorism threat in the United States according to the FBI. (Guardian, 2008, “The Green Scare” section 1, para. 7). 

Another terrorist group named FARC found as a military wing of the Colombian Communist Party (CCP) in 1964. The fighters of FARC are responsible for all kind of attacks. For example, they committed ransom kidnappings, bomb attacks and murders especially in Colombia. Although this rebel group in 2001 had roughly sixteen thousand members, this amount has been reduced to about nine thousand members in 2008. The reason for this reduction is related to desertion and death in combat. Governments try to get closer to the FARC fighters and try to isolate them politically (Franceslostinspace, 2008, “The future of the FARC” section 1, para. 5). The group targets of FARC are most of all innocent citizens as well as politicians and wealthy landowners. 
Terrorism is a horrible threat for everyone. The most unreasonable thing is that they target mostly innocent citizens. Terrorism consists of a lot of different types and can be distinguished in different categories of terrorist groups. All of these terrorist groups use their own strategies. Usually people use the most general word when they indicate different terrorist groups, namely ‘Radical’ (Terrorism Research, 2008, “Categories of Terrorist Groups” para. 1). These radical groups can be differentiated from international and transnational groups. An example of an international group will be Hezbollah. They have settled themselves worldwide especially outside the Middle East, in all kind of non Islamic countries and they typically operate in several countries and but retain a geographic focus for their activities (Terrorism Research, 2008, “Categories of Terrorist Groups” para. 10). Hezbollah means ‘Party of God’ and is also known as ‘Party of Allah’. Hezbollah is a fundamentalist Islamic political organization in Lebanon. This political party and militant organization believes that the Islamic government must be the only form of government and they would like to see a global Islamist regime. 
In comparison, Al Qaeda is an example of a typical transnational group. They are made up of many different nationalities and are based in multiple countries in the world all at the same moment (Terrorism Research, 2008, “Categories of Terrorist Groups” para. 10). Al Qaeda is a fundamentalist Islamic movement which was founded by Osama Bin Laden in 1988. Members of Al Qaeda call themselves and their operations Jihad. The Jihad is a synonym for ‘holy war’. On the one hand, Jihad is mostly a combination of a military fighters and on the other hand, the recommendation of radical-Islamic ideology. (Jihad, 2007, “History of Jihad” section 3, para. 1). The purpose of their actions is to achieve Muslim dominance all over the world. One of the most famous attacks Al Qaeda was responsible for is the attack on September 11, 2001 in the United States. Characteristic of this transnational terrorist group is that they not focus on a specific country, but they have operations throughout the world. For them it does not matter what kind of political system, religions, ethnic composition or national interests they have. The main goal of Al Qaeda is to affect multiple countries and bring over their ideas and perceptions to as many people as they can. A difference can be made in a lot of different terrorists who all use their own strategy, like separatist groups, they seek independence and separation from the political autonomy that governs them. 
Furthermore, it can be supposed that ethnocentric groups believe that their own nation or a particular group is superior because of their racial characteristics. Remarkable for nationalistic groups is their devotion to the interests or culture of a particular nation. This can lead to the creation of a new nation or result in splitting apart from the existing nation to join with another who has the same national identity. Furthermore, the revolutionary can be noticed. This is someone who supports an abrupt change, for example, a new political structure. 

Another terrorist group will be domestic. This can be seen as the unlawful use of violence which is committed by terrorist groups to intimidate, for example, a government or a civilian population. Besides these types of terrorist groups there also have to dealt with political terrorism. Members of these groups are people who, in general, hate everyone who have different political ideologies than they have. Another terrorist group is social terrorism; these people urge others to extremist behaviour and terrorism. Some hot issues like animal rights, abortion and minority rights have lead to terrorist activities within the United States and the European Union (and other countries). 
Apart from the terrorist groups mentioned above, the main focus of this final paper is religious terrorism. The reason for this is that Islamic terrorists and organizations have been the most active and greatest threat worldwide. The objectives of religious terrorists are linked with a holy writ (Koran, Bible and Talmud) and are non negotiable. Between 1980 and 1995, the terrorist groups with a religious motivation for their actions have increased by 43 percent of all total terror groups. All of these terrorist groups use there own strategy to set up terrorist attacks and therefore, they have their own motivations. (Terrorism Research, 2008, “Categories of Terrorist Groups” section 1, para. 7).

The main focus of this final paper is terror of the Islamic people. These terrorists strive for a purpose and are determined to do everything for their religious belief. A good example of this terrorist organization is Al Qaeda. Furthermore, in this chapter also an enumeration of terrorist incidents committed by different kinds of terrorist organizations in the last few years can be read. Some of these groups use bombs; others take people into kidnap or hostage situations. There are also groups who hijack aircrafts, also known as aircraft skyjacking. The principle behind hijacking and skyjacking is that mainly armed independent cooperating terrorists or terrorist groups overpower the pilot and take over the aircraft, or force the pilot to do what they say. The same happened with the attacks on September 11, 2001. There are a lot of different ways which the different terrorist groups operate, but they are all meant to hurt people and countries in the end. 
One of the latest forms of terrorism is that terrorists use the Internet to destroy computer networks, for example, networks of the government or large business companies; they also use it for exchanging information. Terrorists can use the Internet to frighten and threaten people all over the world by making threats electronically. Because of the fact they can do this anonymously, this makes it more difficult to combat this form of terror. The danger of cyber terrorism is that terrorists hack computer systems and that they can spread viruses, but as a result of that they can also gain access to the information of protected websites. This increasingly sophisticated use of the Internet and media is a form of terrorism that gives the terrorists the opportunity to operate with small risks to themselves, because of the fact that there is no personal contact. However, the influence and impact on the rest of the world can be enormous and just as destructive as the other types of terrorism. They can give training and can spread their propaganda at any moment without risk, but the rest of the world can take notice of it.
1.5 Enumeration of terrorist attacks
Terrorism has existed for a very long time already, although this phenomenon is well-known for the last 20 years, the first signs of terrorism took place on mountain Masada in Palestine during the first century after Christ (Hoe is terrorisme ontstaan?, 2008, “Sinds wanneer is er terrorisme?” section 1, para. 2). A lot of Jewish resistance fighters were settled on the mountain Masada. The Romans wanted to conquer this mountain from the Jews but they failed in it. At that moment there was only the existence of a few small groups with less different procedures and working methods (Hoe is terrorisme ontstaan?, 2008, “Sinds wanneer is er terrorisme?” section 1, para. 5). In 1968 only 200 terrorist attacks were committed, but ten years later this number rose to around 800 terrorist attacks worldwide (Hoe is terrorisme ontstaan?, 2008, “Sinds wanneer is er terrorisme?” section 1, para. 5). Not only has the number of attacks changed. The working methods of terrorists also have changed drastically. This development, in combination with modern techniques made it a lot more difficult to combat terrorism. The main focus of this chapter will be the attacks since September 11, 2001. By give a short enumeration of the terrorist attacks in the last few years the seriousness of this subject can be seen.

1.6 Overview of terrorist attacks after September 11, 2001

A series of coordinated attacks carried out in the United States (US) on a Tuesday morning on September 11, 2001. Nineteen men affiliated with Al Qaeda, a network of militant Islamist organizations, hijacked four commercial airlines. Two of the planes crashed into the World Trade Centre of Manhattan, both towers collapsed. The third aircraft crashed into the Pentagon and the fourth plane crashed in Pennsylvania. The Saudi Arabian Osama Bin Laden and his Islamic terror organization Al Qaeda were responsible for this attack. As a result of these attacks 2.973 people from 63 different countries died that day. For President George W. Bush it was clear, for him and his government the war on terror is opened since that day. He proposes all the countries for the next choice: “Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists” (The White House, 2008, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People” section 1, para. 29). 
Bali also had to deal with terrorist attacks. In Kuta, a town on the Indonesian island of Bali bomb attacks killed 202 people on October 12, 2002. The attack was in a bar in Bali’s Kuta Beach. The brain behind the Bali bombings attacks was Imam Samudra. It was the deadliest act of terrorism in Indonesian history. Abu Bakar Bashir, a leader of the Jemaah Islamiah organization often accused of being behind the attacks, was charged over his alleged role in the bombing. The main suspects namely, Amrozi bin Nurhasyim, Imam Sumudra, Mukhlas, Idris, alias Jhoni Hendrawan or Gembrot, Ali Imron, Dr Azahari Husin and Dulmatin were sentenced to death. The Indonesian court judges said that the charges against them were ‘Legally and convincingly proven’. Bashir was found guilty of conspiracy over the attacks in Bali in March 2005. (2002 Bali Bombing, 2008, “Bali Bombings” section 1, para. 3). 
A series of ten explosions occurred at March 11, 2004 during the height of the Madrid rush hour abroad of four passenger trains. Thirteen improvised explosive devices were reported to have been used, all but three of which detonated. The attacks were the worst terrorist assault in modern Spanish history. Evidence strongly pointed to the involvement of extremist Islamic groups. April 2004, fifteen people had been arrested, seven more were detained in connection with the attacks. July 7, 2005 a series of four bomb attacks struck London’s public transport system during the morning rush hour. Three bombs exploded on three London Underground trains. A fourth bomb exploded on a bus. The incident was the deadliest bombing in London since the Second World War. 
April 05, 2006 a series of two suicide car bombs and one planted bomb in Sharm El-Sheikh is Egypt’s deadliest bombing in recent years. The bombings killed more than 88 people and more than 200 people were wounded. The Abdullah Azzam Brigades and the Holy Warriors of Egypt have claimed responsibility for the attacks. They would harm the country and the tourist industry, because of the fact that it is Egypt’s most lucrative industry it is worth about 6.6 billion a year (CNN, 2008, “Sharm el-Sheik attack probe widens” section 1, para. 8). 
Also the year 2007 had to deal with a lot series of terrorist attacks. A bomb attack on a train in the north of India have costs the life of 68 mostly Pakistanis people at February 19, 2007 (Lijst van terroristische aanslagen, 2008, “voor de 19e eeuw tot aan heden” section 1, para. 8). The brain behind the north Indian train bombings was a Pakistanis extremist, he claimed the responsibility for the attack and explained that he did this to hurt the relationship between India and Pakistan. 
Different tank lorries were blown up in Iraq at August 14, 2007. Because of this attack, 672 people died and almost 1.300 people were seriously wounded (Lijst van terroristische aanslagen, 2008, “voor de 19e eeuw tot aan heden” section 1, para. 5). This attack was one of the deadliest attacks in Iraq since the beginning of the war in 2003 there was a large bombing in the city Karachi in Pakistan at October 18, 2007. This bombing was meant to kill the President candidate of Pakistan Mrs. Benazir Bhutto (Benazir Bhutto, 2008, “Aanslag”  section 3, para. 3). This time the attempt on Benazir Buttho’s life failed, but 136 other people who were there for the President candidate on that moment died and more than 450 people were wounded. There was another attack on the Presidents candidate Mrs. Benazir Bhutto during a speech for the elections at the Pakistan People Party at December 27, 2007 (Benazir Bhutto, 2008, “Aanslag”  section 3, para. 1). This time she could not get away on time for the attack and she died in the age of 45 years. As a result of this attack more than 20 other people besides the Presidents candidate Benazir Bhutto died.


1.7 Conclusion

These series of major terrorist attacks influenced the behaviour of people in their daily life and as a matter of course it also had major influence on the strategies of the governments and their policies against terrorism. Although, terrorism has existed for a very long time now people now draw more and more attention to terrorism and they started to do this particularly after the attacks of September 11, 2001. Since that moment, ‘The war on terrorism has been opened!’
 The following three chapters describe what the EU policy is, with a special focus on the EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy. Furthermore, another chapter take a close look at the US policy and the different strategies they use to combat terrorism like, for example, the Terrorist Information Awareness- Programme and the National Strategy for Combating Terrorism. After all, it can be noticed what the main differences and similarities between the EU policy and the US policy are and how they affect the relationship between those continents. Finally, the effects of the EU policy and US policy on the relationship between these continents will be compared.

2. EU policy
2.1 Introduction


The European Union try to make Europe safer, with its policy and of course the European Union will do everything she can to combat terrorism within all 27 member states. The European Union’s role is particularly strategic, because it does not possess operational powers and resources of its own. The EU is dependent on the member states, for the adoption and implementation of policy decisions. But the 27 member states have chosen to pursue counterterrorism at EU level. The main facet of the EU policy is, that it offers its citizens a safe place for living, in an area of freedom and justice. On 19 September 2007, Javier Solana designated Mr. Gilles de Kerchove to the new coordinator of the EU Counter-terrorism (Raad van de Europese Unie, 2008, “EU Counter-Terrorism Coordinator” section 1, para. 1). 
That means that he together with the European Commission and the European Parliament, must coordinate everything in the field of terrorism and he needs to make sure that the European Union plays an active role in the fight against terrorism. The European Union will realize that, by letting the European Council, -Commission and –Parliament work closely together with each other. It is as even important, that they also work closely together with the EU counter-terrorism coordinator, Mr Gilles de Kerchove. Collaboration is the key word, in the fight of the European Union against terrorism. In this way, the European Union will be the strongest and do the best they can for fighting terrorism. 

2.2 Four main pillars of the EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy

Since December 2005, the European Union make use of the so called EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy, in the fight against terrorism to offer the best possible protection for its citizens. 
This strategy commits the European Union to combat terrorism globally while respecting human rights, and to make Europe safer, allowing its citizens to live in an area of freedom, security and justice (Council of the European Union, 2005, ‘Counter-Terrorism Strategy’ section 1, para. 1). 
Through good co-operation of the European Union several terrorist attacks have been prevented. Therefore, this strategy has been received in world opinion very positively. The EU citizens are satisfied, with the approach of terrorism by the European Union. 91% of the EU citizens, accept that the European Union will do everything within their powers to fight terrorism globally and create a secure and peaceful situation for them (EU Press Releases Rapid, 2005, “Internal and external dimension of fighting terrorism” section 1, para. 4). 
To make sure the EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy will work most optimal, they decided to focus on four main objectives. This strategy is divided into four main pillars, namely: Prevent, Protect, Pursue and Respond (Council of the European Union, 2005, “Counter-Terrorism Strategy” section 3, para. 1). 
These pillars will be explained further in the next paragraph of this final paper and work at National, European and International levels to combat terrorism. This shows that most of the time, work closely together will be the most important key word to combat terrorism. A short explanation of the four pillars, will explain the meaning behind them and this strategy.
2.2.1 Prevent
The first pillar stands for ‘Prevent’ (Council of the European Union, 2005, “EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy” section 2, para. 2). The European Union try to make sure that people do not turn into terrorists, by focus on the roots of radicalisation. Therefore, they need to track down the misuse of the Internet, for example, to make sure that people do not turn into terrorism, by spot and tackle problem behaviour. Furthermore, the European Union can also try to track down problem behaviour, for example, in prisons or places of religious training. Convince young people about the seriousness of the situation in an early stage, prevent them for turn into the wrong direction. Therefore, the European Union wants to take care that the young people are not exposed to things to do with terrorism. When the European Union find something that has to do with terrorism, for example, a website that gives detailed instructions on how to make bombs or explosive belts, they remove it from the Internet immediately, before it falls into the wrong hands. 
Terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda, hack sites within the European Union to spread Jihad messages. The European Parliament has decided, that since July 2007 all the telecom and Internet companies need to save their data for a minimum of six months and maximum 2 years. The member states are allowed to decide individually, about the period they save their data of their costumers. 
2.2.2 Protect

The second pillar is ‘Protect’ (Council of the European Union, 2005, “EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy” section 3, para. 2). This pillar wants to make sure, that everything that has to do with infrastructure is in good condition. That means, there must be a perfect border control and another aspect is that airports and airplanes must be safe for hijacking and bombing. The European Union is in cooperation with airline companies within Europe make appointments among other things, for example, about check the luggage and by rigorous and extensive control of the passengers’ lists at the airports within Europe. Furthermore, it is very important that the European Union knows exactly who come in and goes out Europe. Therefore, the European Union needs to make sure that the security of borders and infrastructure in every European country is in perfect condition. The European Border Agency, better known as Frontex, which is based in Warsaw is a specialised and independent organization, that needs to coordinate the operational cooperation between the Member States in the field of border security (Libertas Securitas Justitias, 2006, “What is FRONTEX ?” section 1, para. 1). 
Furthermore, the European Commission is responsible for the developing of the Visa Information System in June 2004 (Activities of the European Union, 2006, “Establishment of the Visa Information System (VIS) – Stage 1?” section 1, para. 2). 
This so called VIS System, is responsible for the exchange of Visa data between the Member States and this must lead to stability and security within the European Union. The VIS System, is constituted of a ‘Central Visa Information System’ (CS-VIS) and a ‘National Interface’, which provides the connection to the relevant central national authority of the respective Member State, and the communication infrastructure between the Central Visa System and the National Interfaces (NI-VIS) (Activities of the European Union, 2006, “Establishment of the Visa Information System (NL-VIS)” section 1, para. 1).

Another kind of security programme is the Schengen Information System. The purpose of this system, is to guarantee an area of security, justice and freedom within the European Union. They try to achieve this, by make sure that the government can share and access information and they can also prohibit access to the Schengen area. Another important phenomenon, is that especially after September 11, 2001 more and more public places, like airports are accommodated with camera supervision. Also, the aviation security is very strict; the rules about liquids at the airports within the European Union are rigid. The European Union adopted regulation, that all the liquids that passengers carry first needs to be screened. The packaging which someone is aloud to carry, may be have a capacity of 100 ml maximum and everything needs to be carried in a closed plastic bag of maximum one litre (Schipholgroup, 2007, “De nieuwe EU-regels voor vloeistoffen en gels in de handbagage” section 1, para. 1). 
The rules about the sizes of bottoms with liquid materials, like perfume, toothpaste or water have changed enormously. Amsterdam Schiphol Airport introduced a new passport control, named Privium (Privium, 2008, “Fast border passage with iris scan” section 1, para. 1).
Privium is an automated iris recognition system, which compared with other biometric identification is the most reliable, because of the fact that the iris barely change during someone’s lifetime. Dartagnan, a Dutch company, developed this new technology (Dartagnan, 2008, “Registered Traveler Programs” section 1, para. 1). 
Mr. Jacques Barrot, the European Commission Vice president who is in charge of Transport within the European Union, has emphasised that every leaving flight needs to be checked for the security of every country and protection of everyone in all the European countries. This control is very important, because the threat of liquid explosives is enormously. Passengers are restricted in the amount of liquids they can carry at an airport. Among other things, the ‘International Civil Aviation Organization’ (ICAO) and the ‘European Civil Aviation Conference’ (ECAC) take care of this (European Civil Aviation Conference, 2004, “Activities” section 1, para. 1).

2.2.3 Pursue

The goal of ‘Pursue’, the third pillar is to bring terrorists to justice (Council of the European Union, 2005, “EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy” section 4, para. 2). 
Therefore, close cooperation with security programmes like, for example, Europol and Eurojust is needed, but further on in this report, more information about these different kinds of security programmes and organizations is given. When terrorists are passed a sentence, all their credits will be frozen within the whole European Union. This means that, the condemned terrorist can not withdraw cash from a cash point, pay by switch card, open a bank account with a bank and they also can not open a loan or get insurance. They only receive a small amount of their money, to fill the need of their first necessity of life. Because of the fact that terrorism is crossing borders, it will be more effective when every country within the European Union take the same steps.

2.2.4 Respond

The fourth and also the last pillar is ‘Respond’. This pillar improve the capability to respond to and manage the consequences of terrorist attacks and also the aftermath of the terrorist attacks (Council of the European Union, 2005, “EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy” section 5, para. 3).
In daily life there will always be a risk of terrorist attacks, it is not possible to completely reduce this. The European Union has developed, the so called ‘European Community Civil Protection Mechanism.’ This mechanism consists of 30 states
, who try to protect European citizens and their properties after a disaster, like a terrorist attack. The ‘Monitoring and Information Centre’ (MIC) is the most important aspect of this mechanism, adopted by the European Commission. Every country inside or outside the European Union, that is affected by any Natural disasters, like Earthquakes, Tsunami’s, forest fires and hurricanes, or Man-made disaster, like Weapons of Mass Destruction, Marine pollution, Environmental and Terrorism, can request for assistance. Terrorist attacks belong in the Man-made category. After a disaster, the MIC forward a request to all the different contact points within the 30 states, if they are able to offer assistance and provide with information.

Besides this European Union counter Terrorism Strategy, other security organizations and programmes within the European Union can be noticed, like Europol and Eurojust. Europol, is the European police cooperation agency, which is based in The Hague, The Netherlands. They are responsible for the coordination between the European Union Law Enforcement Organizations, like, for example, customs authorities and immigration and national police forces, within the 27 member states of the European Union. This European Union Law Enforcement Organization, try to improve the collaboration between the competent authorities within the European Union member states (European Law Enforcement Cooperation, 2008, “Welcome to the European Police Office” section 1, para. 1). 
They support Member States, to distribute and analyse information. Their task is to make a large contribution, to the European Union’s law enforcement action with an ultimate goal, namely combat organised crime and terrorism. They are continuously investigate the risks and threats of terrorism and spread the world with this information. The European Union register every name of a person or organised criminal organization on a list, which is called the ‘European Union’s terrorist list’ to combat terrorism. Every European Union Member State, is allowed to add names on the list and the information is accessible for everyone and every country in the world.

Eurojust is a high level team which is made up by the best and well known experts, prosecutors, senior magistrates and judges from every European country. (Eurojust, 2008, “What Is Eurojust?” section 1, para. 1). 
It was created in December 2001. Because, of this great expertise and highly skilled people, they can give immediate legal advice and assistance to every European Member State who needs this at a certain moment. It is very convenient that this team consists of a diverse society, because than there is always one expert for a concerned country who had the best contacts and knows the fastest ways to the solution and can exchange information rapidly and effectively. Eurojust is also capable of recommend national authorities to set up, for example, an investigation team. They work side by side, with the European judicial network (EJN) to be the most successfully and can combat terrorism the best they can. EJN, is a decentralized network, between the European Union Layers and judges work on criminal cases and they also try to exchange information between European Union Member States rapidly and effectively (European Judicial Network, 2008, “Welcome to the European Judicial Network” section 1, para. 1).

2.3 Conclusion

It is clear that the European Union do everything within its power to combat terrorism. It set up all kind of programmes and strategies and expects from the 27 Member States, that they cooperate the best they can. Different organisations within the European Union stimulate and support Member States to improve the collaboration between competent authorities. If the collaboration between the Member States is successful, it will make it easier to cooperate with other continents like, for example, the United States. The next chapter will especially focus on the US policy and find out everything about it.

3. US policy


3.1 Introduction

The government of George W. Bush, took a couple of actions, especially after the attacks on September 11, 2001. The United States established the Department of Homeland Security. This ministry has large competences within the Unites States and they also have the permission to a high budget, for research on terror. They also entered into different treaties with the European Union. An example, of a treaty with the European Union is the aviation treaty and as a result of that, the European Union can easily provide personal data to the United States. In 2001, the United States published a list with the names, of the most wanted terrorists in the world. Another, treaty that the European Union as well as the United States has signed is the Chemical Weapons Convention, which is mandated by the OPCW and is meant to ban, among other things, the production, development and use of chemical weapons. The United States, also set up a so called ‘Bush Doctrine’, which can be used to justify the United States prevent wars against other countries in the world, who can possibly build up a threat for the United States or for their national security. An example of using this Bush Doctrine is the war against Iraq since 2003. Because of this Bush Doctrine, the United States were aloud to invade Iraq. Later on in this final paper, more information about these military actions the Bush government took in their war in against Iraq is given.


3.2 Terrorist Information Awareness- programme

The United States also set up the so called ‘Terrorist Information Awareness’- programme to combat terrorism. The mission of this TIA-programme is 
to revolutionize the ability of the United States to detect, classify and identify foreign terrorists and thereby enable the United States to take timely action to successfully pre-empt and defeat terrorist acts. Another explanation of the mission of this programme be imagine, develop, apply, integrate, demonstrate and transition information technologies, components and prototype, closed-loop, information systems that will counter asymmetric threats by achieving total information awareness. (Terrorism Information Awareness' (TIA) Program, 2008, “Program Objective” section 1, para. 1).
This programme was established, by the Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) in January 2002. The final goal, of the Terrorism Information Awareness- programme is to create a counter- terrorism information system, that can better identify terrorists and terrorist organizations, by the set up of descriptive and predictive models, automated analysis technologies and research systems that makes it easier to exchange personal data about terrorists. (Terrorism Information Awareness' (TIA) Program, 2008, “Program Strategy” section 1, para. 2).

3.3 National Strategy for Combating Terrorism

The United States also set up the National Strategy for Combating Terrorism in February 2003. With this strategy, the United States wants to ensure that they will win the war on terror, by build institutions and structures. They also make sure, that Weapons of Mass Destruction are signalised and when they are in one’s possession the United States will make sure that they destroy it. The United States, also set up the National Security Strategy that was brought into being, after September 11, 2001 and was meant to protect the security of American people, for terrorism and to make the world safer and better. (The White House, 2008, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People” section 1, para. 31).
They try to realise these goals, by respect human dignity and by maintain good and peaceful relationships with other states, which provides better cooperation on the field of combat terrorism. One of the actions the United States has taken from this strategy is, for example, make sure that terrorists are not in the possession of Weapons of Mass Destruction. The United States, also work closely together with other continents and countries to make sure they can combat terrorism on the best ways, and if necessary track down terrorists worldwide.

Within the field of all the upcoming security measures, the policy of President George W. Bush is one of the most discussed policies of the world. So one can ask, what are the main facets of the US policy since the attacks on September 11, 2001 and how have they been received in world opinion? Most Americans, still approve of the policy of the government of President George W. Bush in the war on terrorism. There are also a lot of people, who are very much criticised about his approach. Since the attacks on 9/11, President George W. Bush is determined to win the war on terror. The President said, in one of his speeches in The White House after the attacks of September 11, 2001, that his war on terror started with Al Qaeda and that he would not end his war until every terrorist or terrorist organization ‘have been found, destroyed stopped or defeated’, not only within the United States but also globally. (The White House, 2008, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People” section 1, para. 22). 
President George W. Bush will fulfil this, by gaining access to the best ‘tool of intelligence, instruments of law enforcement, financial influence and weapon of war.’ The terrorists want to hurt amongst other things, the United States and President George W. Bush will aggressively pursue them, but not by break the law. President George W. Bush said that his country is in war and he wants to let the government do everything within its power, to protect his country and the American citizens. Before, the last presidential elections John Kerry accused President Bush of ‘diverting his attention from the real war on terror’ against Al Qaeda, by invade Iraq. President George W. Bush will in his global war against terrorism fight for the combat against, further more Osama Bin Laden, Al Qaeda and of course the other entire terrorist groups in the world. Cooperation with other continents and, for example, the European Union is very important in the opinion of George W. Bush to save the world from terrorism. He set up long term aims to overrule Islamic radicalism in the world.
Therefore, the CIA and the FBI work closely together to combat terrorism within the United States and also outside the country. (The National Security Archive, 2001, “Volume 1: Terrorism and U.S. Policy” section 1, para. 3). The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) consists of more organizations because of the fact that they are separated into four major components, namely the National Clandestine Service (NCS), which has: 
responsibility for the clandestine collection of foreign intelligence, primarily human source intelligence (HUMINT) and serves as the national authority for coordination, de-confliction, and evaluation of clandestine HUMINT operations across the Intelligence Community, consistent with existing laws, executive orders, and interagency agreements. The NCS is the front-line source of clandestine intelligence on critical international developments ranging from terrorism and weapons proliferation to military and political issues. To gather this important intelligence, CIA operations officers live and work overseas to establish and maintain networks and personal relationships with foreign ‘assets’ in the field. (Today’s CIA, 2008, “Overview of CIA’s Organization” section 2, para. 2).
This Clandestine arm of the CIA take care of collect information and serves as the national authority. The Directorate of Intelligence (DI), which: 
analyzes all-source intelligence and produces reports, briefings, and papers on key foreign intelligence issues. This information comes from a variety of sources and methods, including US personnel overseas, agent reports, satellite photography, foreign media, and sophisticated sensors. The DI is responsible for timeliness, accuracy, and relevance of intelligence analysis that is of concern to national security policymakers and other intelligence consumers. While the CIA does not make foreign policy, our analysis of intelligence on overseas developments feeds into the informed decisions by policymakers and other senior decision makers in the national security and defence arenas. (Today’s CIA, 2008, “Overview of CIA’s Organization” section 2, para. 3). 
The Directorate of Intelligence analyst, do everything they can to protect the national security interests of the United States. Therefore, they work together with, for example, analysts and experts who can reach the top of the national security and foreign policy decisions. The Directorate of Science and Technology (DS&T) which: 

accesses, collects, and exploits information to facilitate the execution of the Agency’s mission by applying innovative, scientific, engineering, and technical solutions to the most critical intelligence problems. The DS&T incorporates over 50 different disciplines ranging from computer programmers and engineers to scientists and analysts. The DS&T partners with many other organizations in the Intelligence Community, using best practices to foster creative thinking and working level coordination. The DS&T continually seeks to push the boundaries of the state-of-the-art, infusing cutting-edge technologies with effective targeting and tradecraft. (Today’s CIA, 2008, “Overview of CIA’s Organization” section 2, para. 4). 
The component DS&T create and develop a technical collection system by which they can handle national intelligence problems. Besides, the Directorate of Support (DS) which: 

provides support that is critical to the Agency's intelligence mission. The DS delivers a full range of support, including: acquisitions, communications, facilities services, financial management, information technology, medical services, logistics, and the security of Agency personnel, information, facilities and technology. DS services are international in focus, clandestine in nature, and offered on a 24/7 basis. Its responsibilities extend well beyond the CIA, into the greater Intelligence Community. (Today’s CIA, 2008, “Overview of CIA’s Organization” section 2, para. 5). 
The component DS take care of every type of support, to make sure that the other three mission partners of the CIA can fulfil their jobs and receive the support that they need to succeed. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), is responsible for analyse and collect information about terrorists and their plans about new terrorist attacks, before they can carry out an instruction and damage the world. By doing this, they assist the President of the United States, Mr George W. Bush. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) enforce the law. The mission of the FBI, is not only to protect the United States and its citizens against terrorist attacks and to combat and defeat terrorism, but they also work together with partners and agencies around the globe who specialise in combat terrorism to attain one’s goal, namely ‘dismantle terrorist networks worldwide.’
On the other hand, a lot of people all over the world are very angry about the policy of George W. Bush. This is especially because of the military actions he took against Iraq. (The White House, 2008, “Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People” section 1, para. 28). On the other hand, with the ‘National Strategy for Combating Terrorism’ the United States work together, with other multinational coalitions to secure a stable and democratic Iraq and improve the situation in the Middle East. Many people found this unnecessary, Bush was convinced of the fact that Iraq had chemical weapons, but nothing was found. The war against Iraq costs millions and millions of Dollars, and a lot of US soldiers lost their lives in this war, because a lot of people think that these young people step in the army without knowing what effect this could have on their future; missing a leg or arm, becoming a psychological wreck, or losing their life. But, also the tortures by American soldiers in prisons, which are under the supervision of the US, will lead to a lot of emotions in the world. 
With the arrival of a new president within the United States, it is possible that this man or woman has a totally different idea about the war against Iraq and as a result of that the approach of the new President can change drastically. The Presidential Elections of the United States are scheduled for November 4, 2008. The candidates for the Democratic Party are Mr. Barack Hussein Obama, Jr., born at August 4, 1961 and is the junior United States Senator from Illinois and he is a candidate for the Democratic nomination in the 2008 United States Presidential Election, and Mrs. Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton, born at October 26, 1947 and she is the junior United States Senator from New York, and a leading candidate for the Democratic nomination in the 2008 United States presidential election. She is married to Bill Clinton (the 42nd President of the United States) and she was the First Lady of the United States from 1993 to 2001. For the Republican Party, this started with Mr. Michael Dale ‘Mike’ Huckabee, born at August 24, 1955 and he is an American politician and a member of the Republican Party. He was the governor of the United State of Arkansas, from 1996 to 2007 and ran an unsuccessful campaign for the 2008 Unites States Presidential election, and Mr. John Sidney McCain III, born at August 29, 1936 and he is the senior United States Senator from Arizona and he is a Republican Party nominee in the 2008 United States Presidential Election. Mr. John Sidney McCain has won the race for the Pre Presidential Elections for the Republicans, because during the campaign period all his Republican Party members pulled out of the struggle of become the new President of the United States. All the candidates of the Presidential Elections have their own ideas about the war against Iraq. Mrs. Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton as well as Mr. Barack Hussein Obama, Jr. are opponents of the War against Iraq. They both have their own ideas and strategy, about how to remove the armed forces out of Iraq when one of them finally wins the Pre Presidential Elections and becomes the New President of the United States they can change the strategy of the United States against the war in Iraq. Mr. John Sidney McCain on the other hand, is a large supporter of the War against Iraq and he thinks that by sending more military groups into Iraq he is determined that he will improve the situation over there. 
The current President of the United States Mr. George W. Bush, has the same thoughts and opinion about the best ways to handle the War against Iraq as Mr. John Sidney McCain. Depending on the outcome of the Pre Presidential Election for the Democrats Mrs. Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton or Mr. Barack Hussein Obama, Jr. will start the fight for the Presidential Elections against John Sidney McCain. It will be the question of, if the Republicans or the Democrats will win the Presidential Elections, on November 4, 2008. In that moment, also the kind of influence the outcome of this Presidential Elections will have for the War against Iraq and if the new President of United States will continue to withdraw the troops out of Iraq will known.

3.4 Conclusion

After the descriptions of the EU policy and the US policy, the next chapter describes what the main differences and similarities are between these policies. Chapter 4, will also find out how these policies will affect the relationship between those continents. At least, a description will follow of what the present situation between the European Union and the United States is nowadays. 

4. Main differences and similarities between the EU policy and US policy during history and the present situation and how do they affect the relationship between those continents?

4.1 Introduction

There are a lot of differences between the European Union and the United States, on the field of fighting terrorism. To find out what exactly are these differences, it is important to know more about the relationship between the European Union and the United States in history. Therefore, this chapter compares the EU policy with the US policy and find out what the main differences are between these policies and how these differences affect the relationship between them. After that, the outcome of the most important differences and similarities between the EU and US policy will be compared. Finally, the effects of the EU and US policy on the relationship between these continents will be compared. 

4.2 How was the relationship between the EU and US in history?

To understand the relationship between the US and the EU correctly, it is important to go back in history and more precisely to the Cold War of 1945 till 1991
. The Cold War was a political and diplomatic conflict that, at times, threatened to escalate into open warfare carried out between the Western powers and the Eastern Bloc, led by the Soviet Union. In 1947, the US Congress accepts the Truman Doctrine
. This anti-Communism was a sharp change from the West’s support for the Soviet Union during World War II. After the war, American aid was given to several western European countries, while the Soviet Union built up its eastern European satellite states. After the Cold War, this so called satellite states are the East European countries who formal independent, but who are military and economically subordinated whit the Soviet Union. (Satellietstaat, 2008, “Satellietstaat” section 1, para. 3).

Furthermore, there was the built of the wall in Berlin in 1961 and the Cuban missile crisis of 1962. The above-mentioned happenings, brought the world almost in the position of a nuclear war. In 1970, the tensions began to relax, especially following German chancellor Willy Brandt’s policy of reconciliation. Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic Germany, Bundes Republik Deutschland (BRD), Willy Brandt did everything he could to improve the relationship between Eastern and Western Germany and the Eastern Bloc countries. For all his effort, he received the Nobel Peace Price at December 10, 1971. (Willy Brandt, 2008, “Brandts Kanselierschap” section 3, para. 2).
Furthermore, the reform policies of the president of Russia Mikhail Gorbachev.  From 1985 till 1991, he was the leader of among other things the Communistic Party and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). So did he attempt to reform the Communistic Party and this resulted not only in the end of the Cold War, but to his own regret this also resulted in the end for the almighty Communistic Party. It was absolutely not Gorbachev’s purpose to make an end to the Communistic Party, since he is a communist. This resulted in the fall of the Soviet Union, so he reduced the Cold War friction and following the reunification of East and West Germany in 1990, the US president George Bush was able to declare the Cold War at an end, but the official end of the Cold War was in January 1991. 
4.3 EU policy versus US policy

The European Union appointed Mr. Gilles de Kerchove as the EU Counter Terrorism coordinator. He works closely together, with the European Council, - Commission and - Parliament. In this way, the European Union do everything it can to combat terrorism globally. One of the most important instruments of the EU policy, is the EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy. To combat terrorism in the best way, this strategy works at National, European and International level. Also, the Government of George W. Bush set up different programmes within the United States to combat terrorism. For example, they use the Terrorist Information Awareness- programme and the National Strategy for Combating Terrorism. Especially, after the attacks on September 11, 2001 the United States took couple of actions and set up different programmes. Since that day, they started to cooperate more with the European Union and set up different treaties together.  

4.4 How is the present situation between the European Union and the United States?

Since the attacks on September 11, 2001 the world has changed, not only in the United States but also within the European Union. People are scared, frustrated, and angry and they are furious that something unpredictable like this could happen. This is only one of the fewest thoughts that people have. Nobody has ever thought this would happen. Around 3.000 people died on that horrible day. But, terrorism did not stop after the attacks of September 11, 2001 on New York’s World trade Centre and The Pentagon in Washington and another one, which was meant for the White House, but was intercepted by the US military service. Things only get worse after the attacks of September 11, 2001. It was just the beginning of a horrible time, with many casualties and fatalities.

After the attacks a lot has changed. For example, the things already mentioned in the paragraphs above; the most important and notable change can be seen in the security measures. After the attacks, on September 11, 2001 in the United States the government set up a special program called the National Security Strategy. This program is to prevent terrorist attacks and prohibit terrorist organizations like, for example, the Al-Jihad, Al-Qaeda and Hamas organizations.

Another clear difference of the change in security measures, can be seen at the airport. To protect the airport and airplanes for hijacking and bombing there have been taken a lot security measures which can be found in the ‘Airline Security Regulations’. The inspections have increased enormously, especially in searching the luggage of passengers and being rigorous about what passengers can take onboard. The screening on airport passengers and luggage by the army has increased enormously
. 
There are also a lot of differences in security measures which everyone can notice. Furthermore, one can think about the fact that there are more policemen on the streets, security for state-buildings and embassies. Also an organization like the AIVD, a Dutch organization for the General Intelligence and Security Service, has taken a lot more staff employed in their organization try to expand terrorism out of the community. 

After the attacks of September 11, 2001, President George W. Bush was determined to do everything within his power to combat terrorism in his country and protect his citizens, but a few years later he came to the conclusion that cooperation with other countries and especially with European Union was necessarily to combat terrorism globally. Therefore, they are also extradite possible suspects of terrorism to each other and give each other more openness in systems; for example, passengers’ data. As well, for the United as the European Union it is obvious that they need to work together in their fight against terrorism.
Since the attacks at September 11, 2001 the United States as well as the European Union have the same opinion in the field of cooperation, because it is very important that the countries work closely together to combat terrorism. They have both come to recognise the necessity of cooperation, because this is very important to combat terrorism globally in the best way. The EU and the US both belief that no country can win this fight alone. Help each other by giving information about personal data, for example, is a small favour but it makes things much more easier than it was in former times. The main differences between these policies are that citizens of the European Union have more confidence in the strategy they use for fighting terrorism. In the United State, there are a lot of people who are very much criticised about the US policy. But on the other hand, most Americans still approve of the policy of the government of President George W. Bush in the war on terrorism. Another main difference, is that before the attacks on September 11, 2001 the European Union wanted to combat terrorism globally whereas the United States always decides do exactly what they wants and often without listen to the population. The US policy is more aggressive than the EU policy. That can be seen in the military actions that President George W. Bush took against the war in Iraq. A lot of citizens not stand behind the President and his ideas and think that a lot US soldiers died unnecessarily.

4.4.1 Weapons of mass destruction


There are not only differences between the EU policy and the US policy. They are both aware of the fact that the weapons of mass destruction that terrorist use to threaten the world form a real danger in their counties and actually also for the rest of the world. Because of the fact that weapons of mass destruction are meant to hurt as many as possible people, in one time these weapons are seen as a real threat for the world. These weapons of mass destruction are by many people well known as the so called ‘NBC-weapons’, this stands for Nuclear, Biological and Chemical weapon
. At the end all these NBC-weapons are meant to kill or injure as many as possible people, animals and plants in the shortest time. The United States thought that Iraq was in possession of weapons of mass destruction, so the US army invaded Iraq, but despite all their efforts, till now they have not found any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), wants to ban Chemical weapons out of the world. Therefore, in April 29, 1997 the Chemical Weapons Convention, an international treaty, was brought into force. Until that moment 165 States has signed this international treaty which wants to ban everything to do with Chemical Weapons.

Also some similarities between these policies, for example, the exchange of passenger data on a flight can be seen. The United States namely have permission of the so called Passengers Name Record (PNR) of the European airline companies. In these systems everything about a passenger like confidential data, addresses, air miles, meals on board of the plane, e-mail addresses, missed flights and also someone’s credit card numbers can be found. (Europa NU, 2008, “De werkwijze van de Amerikanen is een bedreiging voor onze burgerrechten” section 1, para. 2).  
First the European Union was not so happy with this, because of the fact that it would be against the privacy of European Citizens and against the human rights but in October, 6 2006 they found the following compromise. Since that date, it is regulated by law that the United States has the official permission of the confidential data of passengers. (Europa NU, 2008, “Uitwisseling passagiersgegevens EU-VS” section 1, para. 2).
The United States wants to do everything within their power to prevent the country from terrorist threat, also if that means that they have to check every plane and see who come in or go out of the country. They work closely together with the European Union on this subject about exchange of intelligence and passenger data. The United States and the European Union agree with each other about the earnest nature of international terrorism and therefore they work closely together with each other and if it is necessary they extradite terrorist to each other. The US and European agencies, like Eurojust and Europol, are will be in direct contact. EU and US authorities both have access to bank accounts for the investigation of terrorist activities. (Wouters J. & Naert F. 2004, “De aanpak van internationaal terrorisme in de VS en Europa. De strijd tegen het internationaal terrorisme”. Section 3, para. 3).
Another phenomenon, is that even the United States as well as the European Union has set up a programme to combat terrorism after the attacks on September 11, 2001. The United States set up the special program called the ‘National Security Strategy.’ This action plan, brought into being to protect the world for terrorism after the attacks on September 11, 2001. The European Union also set up its own strategy to protect the world for terrorism and they namely make use of the so called ‘EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy’ to protect its citizens against terrorism. 
4.5 What are the main differences of the EU- US relationship comparing the history and the current situation?  
Terrorism did not stop after the attacks on September 11, 2001, the situation only get worse and not only for the United States, but also for the countries within the European Union. It can be seen that in both continents, terrorism and terrorist attacks have a large influence on the behaviour of people in their daily life and it also has a major influence on the strategies of both governments and their policies against terrorism. The main difference in the relationship between the United States and the European Union, is that in history they did not cooperate a lot with each other, but since the attacks at September 11, 2001 the United States and the European Union cooperate more and more on the field of terrorism. (Gijs de Vries European Co-ordinator for counter-terrorism, 2004, “European strategy in the fight against terrorism and the co-operation with the United States” section 1, para. 16). 
Especially, before September 11, 2001 the United States wanted to do everything by themselves without any help from other countries, but now the American government realises that cooperation with other continents is very important to combat terrorism in the best thinkable ways. 
Although, there has always been a certain cooperation with other countries or continents before September 11, 2001 this became more intensive after the attacks on that day. President George W. Bush was determined to do everything within his power to combat terrorism within his country. The most notable similarity, between the European Union and the United States is that after a few years the European Union and the United States (to less extent) both know that they need to cooperate to combat terrorism seriously. Organised terrorist organizations are everywhere in the world and as a result they can plan terrorist attacks when they want with the help of group members around the world. Therefore, it is very important that the US strategy should compromise not only military attacks, but also political welfare. It is of great importance that the United States still cooperate with other continents and countries who are also involved in the war on terror. Because of that, the United States and also the European Union came to the same conclusion, namely that provide each other with information and also make this information assessable they can now combat terrorism better than when they work on their own.

4.6 Conclusion 
It can be noticed that it is very important for everybody to do exactly what the European Union means with their policy, namely work closely together on different levels, not only at European level, but also at National and International level. Especially, after the attacks on September 11, 2001 it became more important for the United States to cooperate with other continents like the European Union. For example, have an aviation treaty with other continents and countries makes it a lot easier to provide personal data. Therefore, it is very important to work closely together and help each other to combat terrorism. 

5. Conclusion

This final paper was supposed to answer the central question “What are the main differences between the European Union and the United States in the field of fighting terrorism? How does this EU policy and US policy affect the relationship between those continents?” As a result, one can say that the relationship between the United States and the European Union was changed after September 11, 2001. To start with, the period after the Second World War was a time in which especially Western Europe and the United States had a lot of things in common. For example, the same threats and same enemies and that has made a link between them. In the Cold War period, the United States and the European Union proved to be good partners and both had prevented a possible nuclear world was. However, with the internal changes in both the European Union and especially in the United States, the disparity in the strengths of each and the changing nature of international relations, the security cooperation is more complex and multidimensional than it was during the Cold War.

With regards to the presidential period of President George W. Bush, there are reasons to believe that because of his foreign policy, the relationship between the European Union and the United States changed. This is true, it is generally known that he created another foreign policy compared to the foreign policy the United States had with former presidents. On the other side, he cannot solely be blamed for his plan of action. He is the first United States President who had to deal with so many terrorist attacks. The fact that the relationship has been changed is not bad, but both the United States and the European Union have to really keep in mind the following; People can live life together with a changed relationship, but it will be very difficult to live life together without any relationship. So they have to take care and work together to save the relationship. 

One other important thing, is that the cooperation between the European Union and the United States has improved. Although, people do as much as they can to keep terrorism out of a country or out of the world, a world without terrorism and terrorist attacks cannot be guaranteed to citizens. Also, the infrastructure at the airport with all their security measures and extra employees can not guarantee peoples safety. There will always be terrorist threats.

So as a conclusion, one can say that there are actual differences but also similarities between the European Union and the United States on the field of fighting terrorism. The relationship between the United States and the European Union improved after the attacks on September 11, 2001, because of the fact that they cooperate with each other more and more to combat terrorism. As a conclusion one can say, that the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 have changed the world. But, one cannot say that only the terrorist attacks from September 11, 2001 did change the world. It is a series of attacks, one after another, including the attacks in London, Bali, Madrid and India. All these terrorist attacks have formed a certain way of anger and fear in large groups of people in the whole world. Of course, one can say that these terrorist attacks also resulted in the fact that people are more attentive to suspected persons or things and this seems to be a very good thing. Furthermore, the fact that more countries now work together to form a front against terrorist attacks is a good initiative. Finally, the US policy is one of the most discussed policies of these days and although President George W. Bush has made some big mistakes in world opinion, one can be convinced that it is a very important issue that all western countries cooperate with the United States, to fight together against the terrorists. Only then terrorism can be combated with the best results.  
So as the overall conclusion, on the central question of this final paper “What are the main differences between the European Union and the United States in the field of fighting terrorism? How does this EU policy and US policy affect the relationship between those continents?” It can be suggested that this relationship has become better since the attacks on September 11, 2001. After this attack, the United States and the European Union have seen that cooperation plays a very important role combat terrorism. The main difference is, that in history these continents both decided to cooperate on their own, while after the attacks on September 11, 2001 the European Union and the United States both changed their minds and have seen that cooperation is very important in the fight against terrorism. Terrorism has existed for a very long time now, but the large difference is that the means they now use are much more dangerous than they were in history. Therefore, it is very important that the continents work together to achieve the best results. 
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� French Revolution began in 1789 and ended in 1799.


�  Officially called the Global War on Terrorism or GWOT. This was the initial term used by the government of the United States and its principle allies in its ongoing campaign to destroy individuals and groups deemed to be ‘terrorist’ and ‘terrorist-supporting’ states and organizations with a focus on stopping Islamist terrorism committed by Islamist groups.


� 30 States with the following composition: Austria, Estonia, Hungary, Luxembourg, Slovakia, Belgium, France, Ireland, Malta, Slovenia, Cyprus, Finland, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Czech Republic, Germany, Latvia, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Greece, Lithuania, Portugal, United Kingdom, Bulgaria, Romania, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.


� The term ‘Cold War’ originated in a speech made by Bernard Baruch, a financier and special adviser of President Truman in Colombia, South Carolina, on 16 April 1947. 


� The Truman Doctrine stated that the United States would support “free people who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.” Specifically, the doctrine was a political response to Soviet aggression in Europe, illustrated to the communist movements of Iran, Greece and Turkey. 


� The Transportation Security Administration on the airports hired the army to protect airports and their passengers against terrorist attacks. 


� Weapons of Mass destruction: A nuclear weapon is known as an atomic bombing, biological weapons are made of viruses or bacterium and this organisms are meant to cause disease and the chemical weapons, which has toxic properties of chemical substances, for example, mustard gases, can cause eye irritation, blindness and if people inhale it, it can also attack DNA cells and as a result of that it can cause birth defects and cancer.
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