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Summary

This thesis will discuss what the Alliance of Civilizations entails and what its principles are. Besides promoting dialogue among civilizations, the Alliance is an initiative of the UN to promote peace and understanding. The Alliance of Civilizations was called for in 2004 and created in 2005 after a series of encounters between Muslim and Western society. First, the essentials of the Alliance will be explained. These essentials are the High Level Group members and their report, the Implementation plans and the priority areas. Reports made for the High Level Group will be used to explain these priority areas.  Second, several initiatives of the Alliance will be highlighted to give an idea of what the Alliance wants to achieve and to show how influential the Alliance wants to be on different levels to achieve its main goal . In 2009, I attended the second forum of the Alliance of Civilizations in Istanbul, Turkey and a short report will show what I have experienced during this forum. Besides the theories given in the introduction of my thesis, I will highlight some other perceptions on theories of the relation between the Islam and the West. There is much to write about all that has been said about this subject, so I had to limit myself to highlighting only two ideas, of Tariq Ramadan and Robert Scruton. In conclusion, this thesis will elaborate more on the question of what the principles of the Alliance of Civilizations are and if it can influence the relation between Western society and Muslim countries. In this respect, a more critical discussion of the Alliance seems meaningful. I am not in a position to give recommendation to a UN initiative that is still in progress, but I will attempt to name several focus points which the Alliance is still developing
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Introduction

It seems that the Muslim and Western world are increasingly standing opposite each other. Whether this is because of misunderstanding and misinterpretation of religion, or because of recent events such as 9/11, attacks in Madrid and London, the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, the nuclear threat of Iran, or the growing political shift to right-wing or anti-Islamic parties. A lot has been changing, especially in the past 15 years. These events call for action. In 2004,  José Luis Rodrigues Zapatero, President of Spain, called for an “Alliance of Civilizations” and shortly after this call, Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of Turkey joined forces and together with the UN, the Alliance of Civilizations was born. In a world where international conflict seems unthinkable, Samuel P. Huntington elaborated on his theory of a “Clash of Civilizations.” In his book: “the Clash of Civilizations and the Remake of World Order”, he explains how he sees a new world order arising, causing conflict in the world. Particularly interesting is Huntington’s view on Islam and the West, since this is also the focus of the Alliance of Civilizations. According to Huntington, conflict between Islam and the West has been existent for thousands of years and its causes lie in questions of power and culture. Huntington also claims that as long as Islam will stay Islam and the West will stay the West, the conflict between these two great civilizations will not disappear (Huntington, 1996, p. 211, 212). This theory is of course questionable. A lot has been written about Islam and other religions. Also about the way the West perceives Islam and the other way around, regarding culture and mutual understanding. This thesis will explain the role the Alliance will or can play in this area of conflict. While keeping the “Clash-theory” in mind, it is also important to highlight another approach regarding changing civilizations when analyzing the Alliance. Ex-President Khatami of Iran called for a “Dialogue among Civilizations”. The UNESCO celebrated the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations on September 5th 2000 in New York. During this event, Khatami stresses that the need for Dialogue among Civilizations is extremely important to achieve understanding and peace. Khatami uses Islamic civilization, global culture and Western civilization to explain where the obstacles are in his opinion. Khatami said that: “In order to prevent anarchy and chaos, all concerned parties should engage in a dialogue in which they can exchange knowledge, experience and understanding in diverse areas of culture and civilizations” (UNESCO, 2000, para 7). This expression shortly describes what the Alliance of Civilizations should entail, but there is more to the Alliance of Civilizations than just a call for promoting dialogue. Since the Alliance is in its early stages of development, it was very difficult to find information about it that is not from the Internet. The Internet was in great respect the only source of information regarding the AoC. In one way, that is actually quite typical for the AoC, since the Alliance believes in the Internet in getting its information across.
Chapter 1: Understanding the Alliance of Civilizations
First of all, it is important to understand the principles of the Alliance. These principle where based on recent events and were developed after the call for a better understanding between the Muslim world and the West. In order to do so, it is necessary to analyze its content. The Alliance was created in several phases. This part of the thesis  will explain how the Alliance was initiated. 
In its early stage, a “Group of Friends” was established to support the Alliance of Civilizations (AoC) initiative. The AoC Group of Friends was important to the Alliance’s implementation process. It started as a group of more than 80 governments and now counts 100 governments; representatives of States, UN Agencies and other International Organizations that have interest in and support the Alliance politically. (AoC Database, “About the AoC”, para 4). The Group of Friends is also necessary to implement initiatives in their communities on a local level. Another stage of this thesis will elaborate more on some of the national strategies of the AoC. In order to implement their initiatives on a community-level, they receive recommendations from the High Level Group (HGL) that is responsible for guiding these AoC initiatives (AoC Database, “High Level Group”, para 1,2,3). The High Level Group was appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 2005 and it consists of 20 members from around the world. Amongst these members are prominent leaders, such as Mohammad Khatami, Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al Missned and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Others are Prof. John Esposito, Ms. Karen Armstrong, Rabbi Arthur Scheiner, and others. In May 2006, the Secretary General appointed the High Representative of the Alliance of Civilizations: Jorge Sampaio, former President of Portugal (“High Representative”, para 1).

According to the AoC website of Spain, the HLG focuses on three points:

1) To determine whether threats to international peace and security are emerging amongst political, social and religious groups that promote extremism.

2) How to collectively take action at an institutional and civil-society level to deal with these trends.

3) To recommend a program of action for States, international organizations and civil society in order to reach a better understanding between societies.
The Alliance of Civilizations has created a clear mission statement as it says on their website. The Alliance functions within the UN system in the following dimensions:

· A bridge builder and representative particularly between Muslim and Western societies.

· A catalyst and facilitator, aiming at reducing polarization between nations and cultures

· An advocate for building respect and understanding among cultures

· A platform to increase visibility with initiatives to build bridges between cultures

· A resource providing access to information and materials (AoC Database, “Mission Statement”, para 1-8)
The HLG Report

The HLG has had five meetings before it released its first report, the HLG Report, which was presented by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on December 18th, 2006. The Report is based on several guiding principles. These are (PNAC, “Report of the HLG”, para 4);

· A multipolar perspective

· The need to reaffirm rule of law and multilateral networks

· Full respect for human rights under any circumstances

· The principle of democratic governance
· Condemnation of terrorism in all its forms

There are two parts in this report. The first part describes an analysis of the global context of relations between Muslim and Western societies that includes policy recommendations and indicating the High-Level Group’s belief that certain political steps are necessary to reach a long-term improvement in relations between Muslim and Western societies. (AoC Database, “HLG Report”, para 2) The second part of the report reflects the High Level Group’s view on how the current tensions in the world have spread into societies. In response to this trend, they analyze and present recommendations in several thematic areas: Education, Youth, Politics, Migration and Integration and Media, also called the priority areas of the Alliance of Civilizations. (AoC Database, “HLG Report”, para 2) 

The report also recognizes the political issues in the world today between the Western and Islamic world. These are:
· The Israeli-Palestinian conflict

· The military presence of Western countries on Muslim lands

· The perception of a double standard in the application of multilateralism and the defense of human rights (PNAC, “Report of the HLG”, para 6,7).

As explained earlier, the Report also gives political recommendations to the issues previously mentioned. In relation to these issues, they are;

· Drafting a White Paper on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

· Express support for International Compacts for Iraq and Afghanistan

· The need to promote full participation of nonviolent political parties in the political process (PNAC, “Report of the HLG”, p. 6,7)
Implementation Plans 

As mentioned earlier in this thesis, the Alliance of Civilizations was established in 2005 with a clear statement: To promote dialogue and understanding between civilizations, especially between the West and Muslim countries. The Alliance of Civilizations has held three Forums so far where the High Level Representatives and prominent leaders and people interested or connected with the Alliance of Civilizations, come together to discuss the progress of the Alliance and what it should stand for. Implementation plans are created to explain what outcomes of the Forums. The first Forum was held in Madrid on January 15th and 16th 2008, hosted by the Spanish Government. The first Implementation plan was created to outline the structure on how the Alliance will program their activities. The first Implementation plan, Implementation plan 2007-2009, explains what the Alliance of Civilizations entails but also explains that the Alliance of Civilizations has a specific mandate. Namely that it is a UN initiative and was not created as a different or other approach into ongoing negotiation processes in different political arenas. Also, the alliance will not be operating at the level of political decision making itself. It will only help to develop conditions for better knowledge and understanding concerning culture and religion (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 2 para 2,3).   

The Implementation Plan 2007-2009 

The Implementation plan 2009-2009 consists of two parts. The first part describes the Strategic and Structural Framework  of the Implementation Plan and the second part outlines the Alliance’s Program of Action from May 2007 – May 2009 (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 3, 4). 

AoC Strategic and Structural Framework:

The key objectives for achieving the goal of understanding and cooperative relations among nations and peoples across cultures and religions and to help counter polarization and extremism are (AoC Database, “Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 5): 

1. To develop a network of partnerships with States.

2. Develop, support and highlight projects that promote understanding among cultures and especially between Western and Muslim countries. 

3. Establish relations and facilitate dialogue.

To monitor the Alliance’s progress, the Alliance finds it important to organize meetings. As explained earlier, the AoC has held three Forums with the objective of having an AoC Forum annually. During these Forums, representatives from states, international organizations, civil society, media and funding agencies come together to focus on specific issues on the four main fields of action of the Alliance. As said earlier, these are: youth, media, migration and education ( “Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 6). Furthermore, the Alliance’s Annual Forum aims to:

· Identify problems, new challenges and opportunities and to exchange information and good practices.

· Consolidate and increase partners’ commitment to the Alliance

· Create and seize upon opportunities for advocacy, communication activities and social mobilization

· Review progress and monitor implementation of the Program of Action, as a report of the Forum (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 6 para 5,6,7,8). 

Also, the AoC High Representatives report to the Secretary General annually about the progress made during and after the Forum. Another important feature of the AoC structural framework is Project Development. This section is divided in two Project categories: Collaborative Pilot Projects and AoC Projects. Both are about facilitating partnerships rather than the AoC acting as an initiator

 (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 7 para 4). 

In the Alliance’s Project Implementation, the AoC fulfills the following roles:

· Providing auspices, which means that the AoC can provide its name to an event or a project to raise the profile and legitimacy of events and projects (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 8 para 3). 

· Serving as a catalyst. Here, the AoC may help to form ideas or give necessary commitments from implementing partners to launch a project (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 8 para 4). 

· Facilitating implementation, to help guide projects.

· Managing implementation, where the AoC can take the lead role when developing a project idea and to manage its implementation (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 8 para 6). 

The AoC’s structural framework also consists of Communication Stategies, Institutional Structure and Funding. Communication is essential to the AoC. Its strategy is to; Raise the profile of the AoC, highlight AoC programs and manage media relations (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 9 para 2). Institutional Structure is also a very important aspect of the AoC. It has therefore made government arrangements: 

1. There is a High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations, who provides leadership and vision to the initiative. 

2. The AoC has created an Alliance of Civilizations Secretariat - based in New York, USA - that provides support to the High Representative.

3. The AoC Group of Friends who are key to the AoC’s implementation process

4. The AoC Ambassadors who are high profile personalities (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, 

p. 9,10). 

To fund the AoC, the AoC created a Voluntary Trust Fund (AoCVTF). This was established by the Secretary-General as a voluntary UN Trust Fund and is made up of voluntary contributions from governments, international organizations, the private sector, foundations and individuals
(“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 10 para 4).  

AoC Program of Action May 2007 – May 2009:

In the second part of the First Implementation Plan, the AoC formulates several aims for the next two years. One of these aims is to provide effective governance to the Alliance. Also, to mobilize resources, build partnerships, highlight the profile of the AoC and develop effective internal communications (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p 11 para 1). Apart from explaining the realization of the previous mentioned structure of the AoC, the second part of the first Implementation Plan describes AoC Projects. To briefly name a few: 

1. Clearinghouse: Collecting information and resources about the four thematic areas and cross-cultural dialogue, training programs for journalists, government programs and human rights education programs.

2. Rapid Response Media Mechanism to Address Cross-Cultural Tensions, to be developed in three stages: 1. An intercultural network of prominent personalities. 2. Mobilize this network when an event threatens to polarize communities and Op-ed pieces will be signed by members of the network and will be distributed in major languages. 3. Further distribution through media channels (“Implementation Plan 2007-2009”, p. 13,14).  
3. Alliance of Civilizations Media Fund

4. Middle East Regional Youth Employment Center

5. Abraham’s Path Initiative

6. Expanding Student Exchange Programs

7. UNESCO’s History of Humanity: Translation and Dissemination

Some of these projects or initiatives will be explained more detailed in another stage of this thesis. 

The Implementation Plan 2009-2011 

The Implementation plan 2009-2011 was created after the Second AoC Forum held in Istanbul, Turkey. This Implementation Plan covers the period from June 2009 until June 2011. The aim is to help the Alliance to become a sustainable UN platform for good governance, cultural diversity and contribute to countering divisions, polarization and extremism (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 1 para 1). It focuses on three points: 1. It builds on what has already been pointed out in the first Implementation Plan. 2. Considers the commitments made in Madrid and Istanbul that will shape the work of the AoC in the coming years. 3. Addresses the main challenges the Alliance is confronted with because of its growth of the past two years (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 3 para 2). In addition to the First Implementation Plan, the Second Implementation Plan will focus on being a Consolidation Plan aimed at improving or strengthening the Alliance’s credibility and its ability to deliver (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 3 para 6). Also, it aims to strengthen the participation of governments and stakeholders by improving cooperation and partnerships through the AoC projects and Forums (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 4 para 9).  

In the Second Implementation Plan, the AoC explains the new main objectives, goals and targets in its Alliance’s Program (or areas) of Action 2009 – 2011. These are:

1. Continue to promote the debate about National Plans and Regional Strategies for Intercultural Dialogue.

2. Solidify the global scope of the AoC and expanding its regional footing in South America, Asia and Africa and creating a stronger regional presence. This process should be built up gradually (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 5 para 5,6).
3. To plan a strategy for the 2010 Forum in Brazil and for Qatar in 2011.

4. Consolidate the Alliance’s organizational and financial issues. This means enhancing the cooperation between the Group of Friends and its global network of non-State players such as civil society organizations, foundations, corporate sector, voluntary bodies, local communities  and faith-based organizations (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 6 para 4).

5. Strengthen the Alliance’s media outreach

6. Engage more in Global Politics by strengthening the voice of the AoC (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 6 para 8,9).

AoC National Plans and Regional Strategies for Intercultural Dialogue are important additions to the first Implementation Plan. The focus is here to educate countries in good governance of cultural diversity and how to live together in a globalizing world, since most countries face the same problems in this respect. The focus here is again, the four main areas of the Alliance: youth, media, migration and integration and education (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 11 para 4,5,6), which will be highlighted in the next section of this chapter. During the second Forum of the AoC in Istanbul, two Regional Strategies were launched, namely; one for South-Eastern European countries and the other for the European-Mediterranean area. A third strategy for Ibero-American countries has been announced (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 12 para 6). 

Another important aspect of the Second Implementation Plan is to further develop the AoC Communications Strategy. This will now be centered in five key objectives (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”,  p. 21):

1. To Promote the AoC as a lead player in promoting good governance of cultural diversity

2. To present the AoC as an action orientated organization

3. Expand the network of media and civil society organizations that are connected to the work of the Alliance. Efforts should be made to reach out to the media in South East Asia, South America and Africa. 

4. To enhance the use of the Alliance of Civilizations website and social networking websites

5. To support outreach through partnerships. 
Also in addition to the first Implementation Plan, the Second Implementation Plan explains that the AoC will increase its initiatives and projects and built on the initiatives and projects mentioned in the first Implementation Plan. Additional initiatives are: Alliance Fellowship Program, Youth Solidarity Fund, Migration-Integration Clearinghouse, Dialogue Café, PLURAL+, Restore Trust Rebuild Bridges, Towards a marketplace of ideas and Implementing MoUs with partners (“Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 14-19). As mentioned earlier in this thesis, several of these initiatives will be explained in a later stage of this report. 

The Priority Areas

The Alliance initiated several priority areas in focusing on the relationship between Western nations and Muslim populations as mentioned earlier. The areas; Education, Youth, Politics, Migration and Integration, and Media are important for the Alliance’s programming. In this part of the thesis some of these areas are highlighted to explain its importance to promote understanding between nations.

Education and Youth:
Education:
In order to understand why there are tensions between societies and cultures it is important to educate people on certain matters. The HLC calls for seven Education Initiatives to promote further Global Understanding (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p 4). The first one is Global and Cross-Cultural History and Human Rights. In order to educate on Global and Cross-Cultural History and Human Rights the following steps should be taken:  

1. Education on integration of national history and identity formations with knowledge of other cultures, religions and regions provided by Governments. 

2. Resources should be made “classroom-ready” by agencies such as UNESCO in collaboration with research centers and curriculum developers. 

3. Dissemination of human rights education materials. 

4. Provide research grants and funds for conferences and cross-regional exchanges to teacher training institutions. (by private and public donors)

5. The support of scholarly institutions to reissue several parts of Islamic heritage that deals with pluralism, rationality, and the scientific method and make them available on-line. (by private and public donors)

6. The support of education efforts aimed at the general public in the West and in predominantly Muslim countries by funding arts performances, film festivals, educational tours, and so on. (by private and public donors)

7. Develop a joint public-private sector fund to support scholars engaged in teaching and researching cross-cultural dialogue and understanding (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p. 4,5). 

The second one is Media Literacy Education. The report explains how important it is to educate people on how to use information exposed by the media. The third initiative is called Teaching about Religions and Interfaith Dialogue. To achieve this initiative it is important for religious leaders, education policymakers, interfaith and civic organizations to work together to develop guidelines on how to teach about religions (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p. 16) The report calls “ignorance” the most important source of hostility about religions. It also gives examples of how to teach Religion in schools and in textbooks. Further in the report, the HLG also stresses the importance of computers and access to the Internet. Governments in predominantly Muslim countries and international organizations, governments and technology firms should work together to expand Internet access in every predominantly Muslim country. (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p 21) Especially in predominant Muslim countries, there is poor access to the Internet which hinders cross-cultural learning (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p 21). According to the report, The Organization of Islamic Conference (the OIC) should take the lead in realizing the initiative to increase the use of computers and the internet significantly by 2020 (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p 21). The fifth initiative is to realize Civic and Peace Education. As written in the report: “Member States and multicultural organizations such as the Organization of Islamic Conference and the European Union should work together to implement educational efforts to build capacity for intercultural tolerance and respect, civic participation and social engagement” (Douglass, ‘Education: Analysis and Existing Initiatives’, p 22). In order to achieve this, it is important to use the talents of youth and adults in social action, but also in after-school programs and civic associations. A keyword in achieving this is “civic engagement”.  The sixth initiative is Education for Employment and for Life and the last one is Education for Economic and Social Development.  


“Education is the most powerful tool of fighting ignorance” – Mr. Marcio Barbosa, Deputy Director-General of UNESCO at the Alliance of Civilizations Forum, Istanbul on April 7, 2009. 

Youth:
The AoC gives high priority to education and youth. They seem to be the two most important aspects of the Alliance, since both of them are very future orientated. To explain this second priority area of the Alliance, the report of the High Level Group about Youth will be used. This is a research paper that focuses on three main topics:

1. Socio-economic conditions affecting youth

2. Youth extremism

3. Youth mobilization and participation in politics and civil society

Socio-economic conditions affecting youth focuses on the high unemployment rates amongst young people. The report gives examples on how to combat youth unemployment, for example by school-based career guidance, national youth employment strategies and the promotion of youth enterprise (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 3). The report also shows that of all the youth populations, the Middle East and North Africa suffer the most when it comes to youth unemployment and that gender also plays a large role in youth unemployment (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 3).  

In the HLG Report about Youth, youth extremism is distinguished in European youth extremism and youth extremism in Muslim societies. It also points out the complexity of the root causes of radicalization among Muslim youth in Western societies. The report gives some examples of what they could be: Social alienation, marginalization, coupled with targeted indoctrination that leads youth towards extremism and failed U.S. policies in the Middle East (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p 4). Muslims in Europe are targets of daily discrimination, as research has pointed out. This creates open doors for extremists to penetrate all social classes and to recruit young people for their organizations (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 4,5). The report gives more examples of possible causes for Muslim extremism among young people in Europe. Namely, re-assessing Muslim identity and religious beliefs by Muslims born in secular European societies. Also, the presence of foreign imams in Europe plays a role in the rise of Muslim extremism according to the report. There is great concern about the messages that these imams deliver in European mosques, especially because most of them do not speak the language of their host country (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 5). The report shows the following events that possibly caused youth extremism in Muslim societies: The Iranian Revolution in 1979: the withdrawal of Russian troops from Afghanistan and the collapse of the Sovjet Union, the 1991 Persian Gulf War, the wars in Chechnya and Bosnia and the defeat of religious nationalists in countries such as Algeria and Egypt. (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 5). 

Youth participation in global and regional politics and civil society is important to promote cross-cultural understanding and dialogue. Youth should be participating more in decision making and policymaking. These processes can benefit society as a whole, according to the report, because “young people are a source of innovative ideas and provide energy for positive change” (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 6,7). International Youth Exchanges should also increase intercultural awareness and fosters individual development. Later on in this thesis, the focus on International Youth Exchanges will be explained more detailed. This became one of the most important initiatives in the last UN AoC Forum that was held in April 2009. There is a special focus on Exchanges between Western and Muslim countries. European student exchanges are very common whereas student exchanges in the Middle East are significantly lower (25% to 0,5%). (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 7). The HLG admits that for young people to be heard properly, they need better ways to communicate to decision-makers at all levels. In order to do so, consultations, young parliaments and similar instruments for local democracy are called as possible solutions (Kooros, C. ‘Research Base on Youth’, p. 8). 

“Young people need to be equipped with the tools they need to be active global citizens”- HH Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned (AoC Forum Istanbul, April 7, 2009)

Migration and Integration:
Yasemin Soysal from the University of Essex, has prepared a background research on migration and integration for the High Level Group members, which was conducted by Leila Ezzarqui, Senior Research Officer. This research paper gives a very clear explanation of why migration and integration are such important factors in the road to achieve dialogue among nations and building towards world peace. Problems that we in the Netherlands face regarding integration are a result of migration. According to the Research Paper on Migration, 7.7% of Europe’s population are migrants. This counts for 56 million people, which is the largest group of migrants in the world (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 4 para 3). The report stresses a very important development, which is the migration of Muslims to the US versus migration to Europe. In the US, Muslim migrants tend to spread out more geographically and become more educated than in Europe (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 8 para 4). The report also points out that the US is a nation which is founded on immigration and settlement. Western Europe has yet to embrace immigration politically and socially (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 8 para 3). In relation to the subject of migration, two important key-words were used during the 2nd Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations in Turkey. These were: Integration and assimilation. Mr. Ján Figel was one of the speakers that discussed these key-words. The report on migration touches on immigration in the USA and Europe as a whole, but Mr. Figel
 used a more specific example. According to Mr. Figel, France, as an example in Europe, is more related to assimilation than integration. He also states that  it is important to build on a mosaic model, or a mosaic of cultures, instead of a “one fits all-model” (UN AoC Forum, Istanbul, p. 43). Furthermore, the report on migration points out a very important factor of migration in relation to the current negative trends of immigration, especially in Europe. It says that integration has not been effective and therefore migrants can feel rejected. Because of this feeling of rejection, immigrants seek ways to express their frustration (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 8 para 6).  To take effective steps regarding integration and immigration, the report prioritizes on four areas in which the Alliance is to develop recommendations and initiatives in order to guide local, national and EU levels. These areas are (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 9,10):

· Socio-economic and residential integration: In this section, the report stresses several socio-economic problems among immigrants, such as; high unemployment rates, the lack of affordable quality housing and marginalization.  

· Systemized anti-discriminatory measures at EU and national level: the report addresses that discrimination of immigrants in labor markets and education need more research. There is no systematic data on discrimination across European countries according to the report. Also, Europe should use America’s “affirmative action policies” more (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 14,15). 

· Representation of Muslim immigrants populations in Europe: Includes the need for more student exchange programs between the Arab and Western world (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 18 para 7)

· Shaping public opinion: According to the report, it is important that governments, politicians and high profiled opinion makers should avoid generalization and should use a more positive language (Ezzarqui, ‘Research Paper on Migration’, p. 20). 

Media:   

Promoting dialogue and religious understanding begins with communication. The Alliance of Civilization gives high priority to using the media in distributing their information, initiatives and recommendations. 

In order to explain the role of the media in relation to the Western- and Muslim world, the Analysis on Media by Ross Howard, Shamil Idriss and Omar Amanat will be used. This is also a research base for the High Level Group report. It explains very clearly how important it is for the media to be objective in its news reporting and programs. The report begins by addressing the fact that the media is responsible for hindering dialogue and that it works against mutual understanding (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 2 para 2). It explains the two worlds in media; the media market of the West and the media market of the Muslim world. Samuel Huntington’s book on the Clash of Civilizations is also highlighted very briefly in this report. The idea of this so called clash has spread throughout the world because of the media and has led to emotional responses from both sides of the world (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 2 para 4,5). The report identifies two broad categories (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 3 para 1):
1) News or Journalistic Media

2) Entertainment Media

It explains that the Media has indeed great power in the world, but that it is also important to understand that it is possible to influence the media (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 3 para 3)

To explain how the media has a great impact in the world, the report is based to define problems concerning media broadcasting and gives recommendations on how the Alliance of Civilizations should influence the media in order to reach the goal of cultural and religious understanding. First, it explains what kind of impact the media has had on Muslim populations. News media in most of the predominantly Muslim countries has been limited and media is government-controlled and censored (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 3 para 4). This is now changing because of the development of regional satellite television stations in the Middle East and regulations on the press that have decreased (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 3 para 5). Now that Muslim countries have better media access, they are more aware of how the Western world perceives them, leading to Western media creating public insult towards Muslims by constantly portraying them in a negative way. Developments in countries such as Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan and Chechnya highlight the “victimization” of Muslim populations which naturally leads to sympathy and solidarity among other Muslim societies (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on media’, p. 4 para 1,3). The report also mentions the anger of the Muslim world that was created as a result of the cartoons that were printed in Denmark and the reaction it has caused. Again, this shows how important the media has been in portraying the West versus the Muslim world. regarding the Entertainment media, Muslim countries are having trouble reaching Western audiences. The report mentions two reasons:

· Lack of donors and organizations interested in facilitating cross-cultural exchanges regarding Arab media. Amongst other reasons, this was caused by the terrorist activities in the U.S. and Europe and also the U.S. Patriot Act (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 6 para 2). 

· Market forces limit media that is broadcast and exchanged from the West to Muslim countries and vice versa (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 6 para 3). 

Besides pointing out problems concerning media between the West and the Muslim world, the report also covers recommendations on how the Alliance of Civilizations should act regarding media initiatives.

1). Establish an Alliance of Civilizations Network of Media Activists and Centers to Stimulate, Monitor and Reward Media (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 12 para ). The report recommends framing this in three different tasks, namely: Rapid Reaction Commentary (to promote and understand Islamic-West controversies), Media Watch (monitoring influential and popular media coverage of Islamic-West issues) and Media Award (award journalists and media outlets for their contributions to cross-cultural understanding) (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 12,13,14).

2). Open Access to Educational Media Programming

3). Strengthen the Capacity of Media Professionals to Cover the Intersection of Religion and Politics and to cover stories across Western-Muslim Societies by: Journalist Training, Materials on the Intersection of Religion and Politics and a Journalism School Curriculum (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 14,15).

4). Support the Development, Articulation and Implementation of Professional Media Standards. (For example, the already existing International Federation of Journalists’ code) The HLG members should feel encouraged to make a moral call to the media (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 16 para 1).

5). Reduce Cross-Cultural Isolation and Develop a Global Consciousness among Media Professionals. The report expresses the need for face-to-face encounters and skills-sharing to reduce the intercultural ignorance of news media professionals (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 16 para 4).

6). Urge Responsible Political and Cultural Leadership to oppose the Media.

7). Enlist the Support and Partnership of Mass Media Leaders. The AoC should take advantage of high profile events such as the World Cup and engage with Hollywood professionals to discuss the impact of film and TV (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 18 para 2). During the World Cup Concert in Johannesburg South Africa, Desmond Tutu, one of the High Level Representatives of the Alliance, made an appearance and held a speech to emphasize the importance of acceptance and understanding.

8). Strengthen Muslim World-West Pop-Culture Collaboration. 

9). Support New Media Strategies and Efforts to Increase Media Literacy by taking full advantage of supporting funding and expanding new media strategies by: 

· Promote, feature and provide links via the Alliance Website to Sites that are particularly effective at fostering sustained cross-cultural dialogue. 

· Support initiatives that place the means of media production and dissemination directly in the hands of regular citizens and in particular youth. (MTV is an example of such an initiative)

· Establish UN Chairs for Media and Society at Major Universities (Howard, et al. ‘Analysis on Media’, p. 22 para 1,2,3). 

Chapter 2: Initiatives

As mentioned in the first chapter of this thesis, the Alliance of Civilizations is an initiative on itself. Supporting other initiatives or projects is also a very important aim of the Alliance. The website of the AoC describes several initiatives that are co-sponsored by the Alliance, but there are also many initiatives that just associate themselves with the range of ideas that the Alliance of Civilizations stands for. Promoting dialogue and understanding among nations and cultures is of course a very important aspect of this ideology. This chapter will give an idea of the initiatives that are associated with the Alliance of Civilizations. Some of these initiatives are described on the AoC website. 

Abraham Path Initiative:
Abraham’s Path, or “Masar Ibrahim al Khalil”, is a route through the Middle East which follows the footsteps of Abraham. This is a cultural walking route, a route that Abraham and his family walked four thousand years ago. The Abraham Path Initiative is an international non-governmental organization and has no religious or political alignments and honors all faiths and cultures. (“Abraham Path Initiative”, para 5) It also helps families in the participating countries to increase their income, by providing services to travelers on the Masar
. Apart of the local communities, social leaders, local and national governments, universities, tour operators and other civil society partners in the Middle East are also involved in this project (“Abraham Path Initiative”, para 4,5). 
Municipal Alliance for Peace in the Middle East (MAP):

Since dialogue and understanding between civilizations and cultures is also achieved on a local level, according to the AoC, this initiative seems very interesting. MAP is an organization which was established in June 2005. Their mission is to mobilize local political leaders, civil society organizations, the private sector and media to work towards peace through local projects and initiatives in Palestine and Israel. (MAP, para 1) This initiative was established  after increasingly louder calls from both Palestinian and Israeli citizens to achieve lasting peace in this region (MAP, para 1). Some of the events that were organized are; Workshop for Palestinian Mayors on October 29th 2008, organized by the Associated of Palestinian Local Authorities (APLA). Workshop on the Rehabilitation of Old Cities (Palestinian and Israel Municipalities) on December 22nd 2008 (MAP newsletter, 2008, para 6-11).

During the Second AoC Forum in Istanbul, pamphlets of this initiative were available. VNG International is or was also involved in these projects. Unfortunately, there is no information on their website that shows their dedication to the initiative.

Our Shared Europe:

This is a project proposed by the British Council. A report about this initiative was written by Ehsan Masood. At the Second AoC Forum a booklet of this report was available and gives a good insight of what this project entails. Also, on their website: www.oursharedeurope.org this report can be found, including other interesting information about their voluntary work, workshops and other activities. The project is aimed to create stronger bonds of trust between Muslims and other communities in Europe by creating more understanding and awareness of the many contributions that Muslims have made in history and in present-day Europe (Masood, 2008, p. 28 para 3). Other aims are to create more awareness that Judaeo-Christian and Islamic intellectual and cultural roots have created Europe’s unique character together. Also, to encourage all Europeans to take ownership of this previous aspect of our common identity and to help reshape it for the 21st century. (Masood, 2008, p. 28, 29). 
Restore Trust Rebuild Bridges:
Restore Trust Rebuild Bridges was co- developed by the Anna Lindh Foundation on the basics of proposals put forward by partner organizations in after of the Gaza Crisis. It aims to help restore trust in Euro-Mediterranean dialogue and to rebuild human and cultural bridges in this region (AoC Database, “Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p. 17 para 1,2).  This initiative involves several smaller projects such as;

· A Media-oriented rapid response mechanism to intercultural crises in the Euro-Mediterranean region between the AoC, Anna Lindh Foundation and the European Commission.

· A cycle of international seminars on dialogue among the “Mediterranean civilizations” presented by UNIMED, The Mediterranean Universities Union (AoC Database, “Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p 17 para 2).  

· A workshop on conflict transformation for intercultural dialogue and overcoming hatred and a Peace Camp (AoC Database, “Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p 17 para 1,2).  

· A training activity in capacity building addressed to Palestinian civil society institutions working in the field of youth and culture (AoC Database, “Implementation Plan 2009-2011”, p 17 para 2).

Chapter 3: The 2nd AoC Forum in Istanbul

On April 6th and 7th 2009, the Second Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations was held in Istanbul, Turkey. I attended this conference and in this chapter I will try to give an idea of what this Forum entailed from a personal perspective. There is already a report available of the Alliance Forum in Istanbul and although I can support what was discussed there, my experience felt slightly different. The conference was two days long and in these two days I have met some interesting individuals. I spoke to a representative of Microsoft from the U.S. and the head of the Al Akhawaya University, Mr. Driss Ouaouicha from Ifrane, for example. The first day of the conference, key-cards with name and occupation were handed out, in two colors; blue and red. Which meant that people with a red key-chain were not able to attend the first Plenary session of the Alliance Forum. Unfortunately I was one of them. I was still able to sneak in and hear Khatami talk about his ideas of dialogue among civilizations. A full report about this Plenary session is available on the website of the AoC. In the meantime, I got the chance to mingle with the guests at the Forum. I met with Baher Kamal, a journalist from Inter Press Service, who thought me a lot about the media and the influence it has on societies. Another interesting individual was a Spanish PhD student who wrote a booklet in Spanish about the Alliance. He brought it with him for everyone to read, but unfortunately my Spanish was not good enough to actually read it. He was critical towards the Alliance, mostly for its good will and less power. I found this a very interesting approach, since most of the attendees were very positive towards the development of the Alliance. I was able to attend the second Plenary session of the first day of the Forum about Enhancing Dialogue and Strengthening Cooperation: Connecting Innovative Policies and Initiatives. A lot of interesting comments were made during this session, which was especially focused on Education. Amre Moussa was one of the panelists. Moussa believes the theory of the Clash of Civilizations is correct but also believes in dialogue of civilizations. He emphasizes that the tension between civilizations will not be resolved when the Israeli-Palestine conflict still exists. Prince Turki Al Faisal was also part of this discussion. He feels that an “Alliance for Civilizations” would be a better name for the AoC.  The Queen of Jordan, HH Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, is involved with youth-education in the Middle East. She was also a panelist and explained that faith in education is the key for acceptance. Jan Figel, who was mentioned earlier in the report talked about Europe during this session. Apart from defining immigration and assimilation, he points out that we should deal with young people as gifts. Other interesting remarks were made by Mr. Terry Davis who thinks emphasis should be put on relations between people instead of cultures and religion and feels that people should enjoy diversity. Mr José Maria Figueres gave a business-approach to the plenary session by addressing what businesses can do to bridge cultural gaps. Ideas are; Education foundations for jobs and the AoC  functioning as a multi-stakeholder to create a well organized civil society.  The first working session that I attended was a working session on the Club of Madrid. This is an initiative initiated by the Spanish government. It is a forum of former Presidents and Prime Ministers to strengthen democratic values and leadership Its President is Wim Kok, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands. Members include: Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, Jacques Delors, Mikhail Gorbachev, Ruud Lubbers and Jorge Sampaio, among many others (“Club de Madrid”, para 1). The discussion during the Forum was about “shared societies” and “interfaith dialogue”. During the second day of the Alliance Forum, I went to a discussion about Expanding International Exchange Scholarship Programs. I found this very informative since I was an exchange student myself. According to the attendees, the Alliance should provide more efforts in exchange programs. There should be better facilities for students and VISA-procedures should become easier. 

After this working session, another Plenary session was planned. This time it was about Education for Dialogue: Building Peace in the Minds of People. This session was lead by Ms. Karen Armstrong. Among the panelists were: Mr. John Esposito (HLG member), Mr. Marcio Barbosa (UNESCO), Mr. Bertrand Delanoë (mayor of Paris) and Mr. Candido Mendes (HLG member). In this session, Istanbul was called a unique place. Turkey is being a key element in continental pluralism, according to Mr. Mendes, and that this is the time for new nations to provide different standards. He also thinks that the focus of the Alliance should not be on Civilizations but on cultures and should be called “Dialogue of Cultures”. Other interesting remarks were made by John Esposito, who said that we as people need to deal with political realities, such as Hamas and Hezbollah. We have to learn how to deal with these groups and situations. He also says that “Islamophobia” is growing, because people don’t know “the other side”. He also suggests a White paper in US-Iranian relations. Mr. Delanoë also gives a meaningful suggestion; He thinks that an Islamic culture should be created and that we have to acknowledge different civilizations and history. All these comments are perfectly in line with the discussion the Alliance wants to have between civilizations, nations and cultures. There were many interesting remarks made by many prominent figures and leaders and I can say that I have learned to understand the meaningfulness of the Alliance through this Forum. Visiting Istanbul at the same time, I felt privileged to actively participate in this Forum. One thing that I found surprising was that there weren’t many Dutch representatives present. Prof. dr. Jan Pronk was present at the Forum and also acknowledged that there was a lack of Dutch representatives at this AoC Forum, in an interview that I had with Mr. Pronk on June 30th 2009. We also discussed the essence of the Alliance and focused especially on the media. In relation to this thematic area of the Alliance, Mr Pronk points out the following: The Media does not create contradictions, they just emphasize them. There is a problem with media in relation to clashes or conflict, but it’s more to be sought in Internet discussions. Mr. Pronk is an advocate of face-to-face discussions and conferences. The Internet discussion is an anonymous one and contributes to polarization. The Second Forum of the AoC also emphasized on the media (J. Pronk, personal interview, June 30, 2009). Not necessarily through its plenary sessions, but through working sessions that were held about the media and of course the presence of the media during the Forum. Interpret-booths were placed to spread the AoC news in four different languages. This was also a good way for the media to spread the messages of the AoC throughout the world. During the Second AoC Forum, it was announced that the 3rd AoC Forum was to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The documents of the third Forum are not yet on the website, but an interesting development is the US becoming the Alliance’s newest member.

Chapter 4: Thoughts on Islam and the West

In the introduction of this thesis, two theories on Western civilization were mentioned in relation to the Islam, namely: The “Clash of Civilization’, by Samuel Huntington and “Dialogue Among Civilizations”, by Khatami. As  mentioned earlier, there is much more that has been written about these subjects. Other ideas are from Edward Said and Ian Buruma, who wrote about Orientalism (Said) and Occidentalism (Buruma). In principle, these theories have the same essence as the discussion of “dialogue” versus “clash”. Tariq Ramadan has also written about dialogue and Muslim versus the Western world, but especially about the Muslims who actually live in Western societies. He is especially critical towards dialogue. About the idea of dialogue, he finds that there should be a mediator in having dialogue between cultures. This stands in line in what the Alliance wants to achieve: To mediate between the West and the Muslim world. Also, he thinks that the problem with dialogue is that conferences, for example, take place is small groups and that there is only dialogue between people who are interested in each other and each other’s religion (Ramadan, 2005, p. 261, 262) In relation to interfaith dialogue, he says that it is important to acknowledge differences and to gain mutual respect. In his opinion, the Qur’an calls for this kind of dialogue in order to exchange knowledge and to have a way of speech and existence (Ramadan, 2005, p. 266). Going back to the topic of this thesis, Ramadan claims that Western Muslims have a great responsibility to strive to this kind of dialogue. Since the Alliance focuses primarily on youth, education and media, this should be a call for these Western Muslims to get their message across. The Alliance plays a great role in this respect through its initiatives. Besides Huntington’s theory about a Clash of Civilizations, there is another approach in this respect. Robert Scruton calls globalization a cause of recent events, such as terrorism (Scruton, 2003, p 43). These are all perceptions on how the relation between the West and Muslim countries seem so difficult, but the Alliance acknowledges these ideas and tries to strike the golden mean.

Conclusion 
Understanding the Alliance of Civilizations, shows that it is a very broad and meaningful initiative. It does not have one goal or aim, yet it functions with a clear Mission as explained in this report. While analyzing the Alliance of Civilizations, its principles seem clear. First and most importantly: To promote dialogue and understanding among cultures and religion. But the principles vary. The Alliance feels that full respect for human rights under any circumstances is necessary to achieve its goal of dialogue and understanding. Also in achieving this goal, the alliance organizes meetings to show mutual respect and to find dialogue where there is conflict. The Alliance wants to function as a bridge builder, particularly between the West and Muslim societies. The Second Implementation Plan explains that its aim is to help the Alliance become a sustainable UN platform for good - and democratic - governance, cultural diversity and contribute to countering divisions, polarization and extremism. Apart from becoming a platform for good governance, cooperation between nations and cultures or states is also a principle of what the Alliance of Civilizations stands for. That is why it is important for the Group of Friends to keep expanding their network. Another principle of the Alliance of Civilizations is to focus on four areas in promoting understanding between nations or cultures. These four areas are, as explained in the report: Youth, Education, Migration and Integration and Media. This also shows that the Alliance is an initiative that looks forward and does not dwell in the past. With these principles in mind, the Alliance of Civilizations also acknowledges existing problems in the world that hinder the peace making process such as the Israeli – Palestinian conflict. It also acknowledges the ‘victimization’ of Muslims in the media which creates anger in Muslim societies. By acknowledging these issues, it shows that understanding differences is essential in achieving peace. Also, to involve all parties such as civil society, (non) profit organizations, municipalities, (local) media, the corporate sector, but also representatives from states, funding agencies and of course the High Level Group members and other prominent figures, to come together and discuss all that the Alliance stands for, will help the Alliance to become an initiative that can influence politics and global governance.

“We are confronting the most serious economic crisis since the 1930’s. I see tensions that need to be overcome. But I also see tremendous opportunities: the opportunity to introduce in the new society that will emerge, not only a new paradigm of economic development, but also a set of basic principles – dialogue, understanding and tolerance – which are embodied in the Alliance of Civilizations” – Mr. Enrique Iglesias (AoC Forum Istanbul, April 7, 2009))
Focus Points 

Personal view:
While working on this thesis, I struggled with the question on how to perceive the Alliance. Ever since I was influenced by the Spanish PhD student who did not believe in the Alliance as an advocate of achieving understanding and dialogue, I had a hard time to not look at the Alliance critically. This idea was criticized by Mr. Jan Pronk who sees the Alliance as a qualitative management process, which is still in development. Since the goals and aims of the Alliance are not yet evident, it is good to discuss possible criticism towards the Alliance. At the same time, this discussion will help the Alliance to become an even better instrument of the United Nations. 

I do believe the Alliance is meaningful and could take away boundaries in cultural and religious differences, but I also feel that the Alliance is still in an early stage of its development process. 

What we do see, is that its Group of Friends is increasing. This is important, because the only way for the Alliance to get its message across, is for the parties interested to actually participate actively. 
Recently, the United States of America became the Alliance’s newest member. This has led to an immediate response from critics who see the Alliance as an anti-Israel-organization. President Obama, who is a firm advocate of promoting dialogue and understanding, is being bashed for his engagement in foreign politics (Julian, 2010, ‘US Joins Pro-Muslim Alliance of Civilizations’, para 2,3,4). This is an interesting development for the Alliance, although I do not think that this article would get much attention. Nevertheless, one could argue that a slightly different approach on how to perceive the Alliance would be worth discussing. 

Focus point:
Firstly, since the AoC states that it is an initiative of the United Nations and will not serve as another way of interfering in ongoing (political) negotiations, it would be good for the AoC to be heard more in the political arena. Especially since the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one to be solved in order to achieve peace and understanding between Muslim and Western societies. Secondly, for the AoC to become more visible, governments should be encouraged to subsidized more on initiatives proposed by the HLG, or equivalent of these initiatives. The AoC is still in development so this would probably just be a matter of time before (new) national-and local governments of the Group of Friends become more involved. 
Thirdly, in order to educate youth or people in general on the topics that were discussed in this thesis, plans have to be made by national governments to implement the ideas of the AoC in their school curriculum. This is something that is only possible when the ruling government is dedicated to the ideology of the Alliance. Government reforms seem necessary in this respect, also concerning discrimination. The affirmative action programs that the Alliance suggests in their Report on Migration, would be a good way to start bringing up this discussion again, since it has been a sensitive topic especially in European countries.  Fourthly, the Alliance should reach out more to countries that are not a member of the Group of Friends. There is nothing said in their statements on how they want to reach out to countries that are ‘badly governed’. In principle, it is the responsibility of the United Nations to monitor world politics,  the Alliance could increase its potential into becoming a steady guideline towards understanding and dialogue among societies, cultures, civilizations and religion. As mentioned earlier, the Alliance is still in progress. Therefore it is difficult to contemplate on how the Alliance will develop itself. For now, the Alliance is well on its way into becoming an important guide on how to achieve dialogue and understanding, but influencing Western society and Muslim countries into this dialogue and understanding, might need a more drastic approach. Dialogue only works when there is mutual understanding and respect.
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