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S mbiocene
"A landscape is viewed from the outside, a place is e perienced
from the inside." (Catrien Poissonnier)

I am spending a week on Terschelling, m  favourite Wadden
Island. I am there often; to write, to grieve, to vacation, to enjo
the theatre at Oerol. Usuall  I am there outside the high season.
In winter, it is quieter. Restaurants and shops are closed, the
islanders themselves are on holida  or the  are renovating. I am
less of a tourist there, the  are not so concerned with me. I do
sometimes go there for a haircut and hear the latest news. The
owner of one of m  favourite coffee spots greets me when I pass
him on the beach. N  I bel g, I think. 

I have set routine and habits there: I prefer to sta  in a cottage
on the Wadden d ke and rent m  bike from the same rental
compan . You leave our bag behind, the  take it to our
cottage for ou. I mount m  bike, feeling light; all the books are
in m  suitcase. I leave the village of West immediatel . Too
man  shops and houses. The empt  Wadden d ke is m  first
destination. When I leave the inhabited world behind me, after
the second big bend in the road, a special feeling alwa s
overwhelms me, sometimes e uberant, sometimes hushed; this is
where I am at home. While c cling, I call out: hell  Te chelli g,
I'  he e agai ! The last time, I thought I heard a response of
recognition. Wh  not? Could it be that the island also recognises
me? Wh  not? 



On Terschelling, I e perience the feeling of being in and with
nature as a gift. The wind and sun in m  face, the hori on all
around me, the call of o stercatchers and geese. And in the
evening, a sk  full of stars and silence. Here I am sure again: e
a e a e. I wrote that on the sign for the last climate march I
participated in.

 I don't live on Terschelling but in Amsterdam, in the hustle and
bustle. And I love that too. The rich culture of the cit ; often I go
to the cinema or theatre. All those people who move around, the
swarm of bic cles. In the cit , it's not so simple to feel 'we are
nature'. Yet I get anno ed b  people who decide to break awa
from the cit  and disappear to some farawa  place to live off-
grid in a tin  house or distant communit . Wh , that's beautiful,
isn't it? But I think; this is not possible for ever one: this is a part
e clusivel  for white highl  educated people. And what does it
mean for all those people, living in a flat or tin  house or suburb,
working hard  if the  have work at all. The  can't afford to
leave for the wilderness. How can the  e perience nature?  
So within me, the question arose: how can ou e perience
nature in the cit ? Would it be possible to have as intense an
e perience of nature in the cit  as ou do on Terschelling on the
Wadden d ke? 





Going into nature

We usually tend to think of 'nature' as something outside
ourselves. We re going to a natural area . Then you go to the
forest, the sea, or preferably the real, wild, untouched'
nature. For the latter, you have to go far away. To a foreign
country, the distant mountains, into the inhospitable desert.
There are few, if any, people. People do not belong to nature,
it seems. 
  In Western origin stories, such as the biblical story of Adam
and Eve, nature is dangerous for humans. The snake as a
symbol of evil tempts Eve. She eats the forbidden apple, and
then Adam and Eve are driven out of paradise  which is a
symbol of nature. So the split between us and nature is in our
Christian origin myth. I don't think we realise how deep such
stories are in us, even if you were not brought up with this
biblical story. Socially, the assumption still prevails that we
should control nature, and that nature is outside us.

 In other cultures, this premise is less obvious. For example, in
the origin myth of the Indian Mohawk people. There, a
woman, skywoman, falls from heaven. She is caught by the
birds in her fall and lands on the turtle s shell. Around her is
only water. The shell is too small for her. The animals around
her dive underwater, looking for earth. Rat can stay
underwater the longest and brings her mud. The woman
smears this over the shell and earth is created. She plants
seeds she brought as gifts and the animals and humans have
food. Here, humans are welcomed and helped by the
animals. They work together. 



 I was reminded of this story when I watched S mbioceen, a TV
programme on Tegenlicht, a Dutch series from the broadcaster
VPRO. Glenn Albrecht, an Australian environmental
philosopher, developed the concept of the Symbiocene. His
story and way of thinking gives me a new perspective. He does
not offer solutions, but a concept that opens up possibilities. It
makes my heart happy. My head gets it.

S mbiocene

The Anthropocene is a term coined by Nobel laureate Paul
Crutzen in 2000, who argued that since the industrial
revolution, humans have had such a negative ecological impact
that we have become a geophysical force, ushering in a new
geological epoch. Man is depleting the earth. From a dominant
position versus other living organisms, man exploits nature. We
find it obvious that we are above nature; it exists for our sake.

Glenn Albrecht developed a new concept in reaction to the
anthropocene that fits what I was looking for: the s mbiocene.
In the symbiocene, relationships and connection between life
are central. He suggests that all living organisms, whether
human, animal, plant, bacteria, fungi, micro-organisms form
one integrated whole. This is more than an entanglement  of
different but independent beings; it is the sharing of a common
property, called life,  he writes.



  These different parts play a vital role in each other's lives. The
boundaries between them are much less solid than we usually
think. In ecology, this is called a holobiont; a unit of organisms
living in symbiosis, dependent on each other. Therefore, there is
no separated environment outside of us. Connections that shape
the symbiosis are central. How to maintain and sustain these
symbiotic connections is what needs our attention.

Albrecht sees symbiosis not as a utopian concept, but as a
'radical anticipation', a way of shaping reality completely
differently; he calls this eu-topia, a good place.

We take it for granted to see nature as a great struggle for
existence, the struggle for life. But when you look at nature from
a perspective of symbiosis, you see the opposite of destruction:
you see cooperation and sacrifice in the service of the whole, in
the service of living processes. The whole world consists of
coherent living processes. Therefore, the greatest value is:
'shared life'. It is another picture of development. The
symbiocene gives the invitation to rethink the world. A free
conceptual space, that is the possibility the symbiocene invites to
think, act and live from.

Kimmerer, R.W. (2013) Braiding Sweetgrass. Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants. Minneapolis, Milkweed Editions. 
VPRO Tegenlicht
https://www.vpro.nl/programmas/tegenlicht/kijk/afleveringen/2022-
2023/welkom-in-het-symbioceen.html
 Albrecht, G.A. (2019) Earth emotions. New Words for a New World. London,
Cornell University Press.
 Albrecht, G.A. (2019) Earth emotions. New Words for a New World. London,
Cornell University Press.
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Nature does not e ist. The living is ke .  

"You city dwellers call it nature. It is so abstract in your minds
that even the word is abstract. Here, we say forest',
meadow , river , rock : things you can point to,  says Bruno
the mountain dweller on his visit from the city, protagonist in
the book and film of the same name The Eight Mountains by
Paolo Cognetti.
 French philosopher Baptiste Morizot, in his book Rekindling
life: a common front, deconstructs some persistent and
unconscious assumptions in our relationship to nature. This
helps to think through and live through symbiosis more
powerfully.
 For instance, he unpacks the concept of nature conservation.
In our Western society, we see nature as 'wild' and imperfect.
It gains value when we manage this nature. In his view, the
idea of stewardship is therefore a dominant, capitalist
concept. Nature does not need to be protected, it is not
vulnerable. She is stronger than we are. We emerge from her.
We exist because of her.

 He therefore speaks of the living rather than of nature. Our
relationship to the living is now based mainly on production
and extraction. We have constructed and maintain a myth in
which we argue that we have made the earth habitable, with
agriculture or land management and development. He calls
this myth a metaph sics of production. He then argues for a
transformation to a metaph sics of alliance: a world-view that
acknowledges non-human life forms and the wild dynamics
they create, as irreplaceable producers of the earth's
habitability for all life forms, of which we are a part:
 



It is fundamentall  a crisis of our relations to the living. It is
these relationships that must be rethought and transformed: this
calls for imagining politics of interdependence, supported b
locall -based concrete alliances, which work for the good of the
mutualistic and constitutive relationship between humans and the
rest of life on Earth.

Regene a ion

As Daniel Christian Wahl, a biologist and author of Designing
Regenerative Cultures puts it, regeneration is not simpl  about
avoiding harm (such as the word 'sustainable' implies), but
rather: "How can we move creativel  into the future actuall
healing the damage of the past?"
Wahl goes on to e plain that there's a shift awa  from focusing
on outcome to a focus on the process, because there is no fi ed
end point when it comes to regeneration. "We can onl  do our
best to create regenerative s stems and then re-address them
when we arrive in that future that we've created." 
 This was essential for the Summer Research School in its design
and process: we are (re)searching together what this
regeneration in the sense of a s mbiocene could be on
Zeeburgereiland. And creating together is one of the pillars in
this. The other is the aim to give something to the island and her
inhabitants, instead of the common research attitude of coming
to get  knowledge from a place or situation.

5. https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/12/16/op-be oek-in-het-dorp-van-paolo-
cognetti-de-acht-bergen-is-ook-een-documentaire-over-ons-dorp-a4151306
6. Mori ot, B. (2022) Rekindling life: a common front. Cambridge, Polit .
7.  Mori ot, B. (2023). Who Makes the Earth Habitable? From a Metaph sics of
Production to a Metaph sics of Alliance. 
https://shc.stanford.edu/stanford-humanities-center/events/baptiste-mori ot-who-
makes-earth-habitable-metaph sics-production 





Zeeb ge eiland

One half is alread  built and inhabited, the other half consists
of a barren plain with a few construction huts, and lots of
fences around it. Concrete slabs form the roads across the
barren plain. You would think that there is nothing there. 

Nothing could be further from the truth! Ever thing is alread
filled in. The municipalit 's website lists what is to come, in
prett  words and beautiful 3D drawings. In the drawings, the
sun shines, there are green trees, people c cle down the street.
Ever one will be happ  here, the website eagerl  conve s, if
ou move into one of the 5,500 houses that will be built. It

makes me sad.  The imagination the  use is so far from realit .
There is no bike with a flat t re, no car parked wrongl , no bus
shelter daubed with graffiti.

The island is much more than this. It has an impressive histor .
The island was formed in the earl  20th centur  b  dredging
silt from the IJ and the Eastern Docklands.  It then served as a
militar  training ground and was occupied b  the Sewage
Treatment Plant until 2006. Meanwhile, from 1974, Camping
Zeeburg was set up b  the municipalit  for the impoverished
foreign hippies who were no longer allowed to sleep for free
on Dam Square and in the Vondelpark. The campsite was
moved in 1997, but businesses, self-built houses and studios
remained on the West side in a 'fringe societ ' that now
includes student housing in a former as lum seekers' centre.



S mme  Re ea ch School S mbiocene
  
What does it look like when ou put the living at the centre?
What can it mean to make the s mbiocene 'live'?  

Thirt  people formed the temporar  research school to
investigate this question for three da s on Zeeburgereiland.
Residents, artists, e perts, researchers formed an equal group.
Ever one's e pertise was worthwhile. Some inspired with their
knowledge of nature, others offered investigative methods,
and others their e pertise in creative making. The group
worked to create an e hibition and a shared e perience for
the island and its inhabitants. 

In small groups, the  chose a theme and something that
fascinated them on the island. The  deepened this theme and
their fascination  with creative and art-based research
methods, and ended in making visible, making audible,
making e perienced. 

As researchers, we came to give, to be regenerative. 

 - An Kramer, Amsterdam, September 2023

This is what we discovered: Stories of the S mbiocene

This is who took part: Nature Portraits. 
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1. P ec

H  ca  a  a d a   ? 
W  d  c ? 

C a d    A da ,  a d  , c ,
a d      a d a a ,   a d
c c . C c    b d ,  ca    a

a  d  a   a   a    c  b d .
Ma       c       ac
a d  a d  b  d d b  a .  
A d , c    a d a  b c  a   
d . M  a d  a a  b c  a  b  b ,

   a d a   b  a d d . W a  a
a a  a d  a  b c  a  b d  : d  

 c ,  a  d  Na  a d d  a
ac     d  a  ca a  d    ad.

Ma  a c a     a d a  a d, a
d     c c  a d d . W   
ac   a  ? 

Toda , I felt like when we were talking to the water or listening
to the sounds, I felt like the island was exhausted. Because it
used to be super calm and peaceful here and just a few people.
And now it has to deal with all of these building sites and noise
and stuff going on. And we also feel like this, while we just want
to be in our peaceful little world in the corner of the island. It s
sad that there s this exhaustion happening. But it makes ou
more connected to a place if ou actuall  have to take care of it,
fight for it and protect it.  - Jana





B - h a 

I   a  b   a   a    a . Wa d
 a  d c     c , a  , a d
c a  , c  c a     a d

b . I  a    a . 

W a  a , ,      a c ,  
Z b a d, a   a . A d ,   S
R a c  Sc   c d  a a  a   

a a  a d  a ;    d c  a ac d 
   a    a d. W  c d b - a , a

a    a .

G ef ab  he d a d be g a ed

W     ab a   a d c    a d,
 a  d a  b   d ,  a d c a    a

c ,    d . N , a  c   d
a , a d     a   a  ab   .

S  ad ab   a   a d  b  d d,  
b  d d   b d , ca d d   

 a d c c  . S     c a  d  
  a   a  ac   . 

S  d       da     a   
b  c  d . S   d d . A d  a  a  a .
B   a   a   ,  a  a Pa a: a b a
b   a  b   d   da , a d c  a  .
S   b  a a    da ,  b a   : W a
ca  I d ? 





I  a e  e ea  ad  if I a   Ma i  [ h  i ed  he
i a d f  e ha  10 ea ] ab  he i a d a d a e, he
he a  Ye , bef e e had he e a i a  a d Bef e e had
he e a . S  I  a bi  c  be ee  g ief a d a de i e 
figh . Beca e I d  a   j   ha  e e , b
f c   ha  e  ha e.  - Be be

U  ,  a   S b  a  , b  a
       a c  c ,  a

a      a   a . E   a
  a    c c  a  a ,  a  a

a  a a,     c ac     
  a -  : W   a  
a        a  b  a  . T

a  a    . S  a  I    a
 b a  a  ab      a .  - B b

Na e i g  back 

W a    c   a ? I   a , ,   a
? Ca   b  b ? 

Na   bac    . W   
a , b  a    a  bb , a  a  a c  

a      a  b a    a  
. C b  a  ca  b    a   b a

 b c  a  c c . B  a     a a
a  ca ;      a  , a  c

 . 



Na e j  h i e , i  j  he  h gh.  - D agh 

A  a c a  a  a  a   a   c  b
a  ,  a  c  a  a   ,

  . T  a   a   a a ; a   
bac   a    . 

The e  e  d be ha  e e a d he h a  d a
e d  ha  a e i  d i g. F  e a e: a  he e a
e d  he i d. The  a e e i ie , he  be d, e f a d
i h he i d, b  he  ee  hei  i i . Whe ea  he  e

a  a ada , i  a  j  hi  i d ia  hi g. I  did  e d 
he i d, i  j  e  i   ace, a  if he e i   i d, 

d,  hi g. If e a   c ea e he S bi ce e, e
h d ada  e a d bec e e a a e a d e d a bi  a
e .  - G id

T   a  a    a   a   O
P ac  W , a  a  c    a   b
a    1960 . T ,  S b c   a  a  . T
c    a    c   b    
c   a . T a    b      

, b     c , a    a   b
 . 

S  ,  a c  b , a a c a   a
 a  a      a . Na  a a  ! 





A libe a ed i la d 

A   a      a  c  a
, a     . H a  c   

a  , b  a   a a  c  bac . O   a
: H  ca    a ba a c  a    b

 ac  ? A       a  bac   ?
H  ca   a c a   b ?

T  c b a   a c     a    
a , a   c a       , 
c   a   a  a  B a ,  L b a  a .

T  a  a     a  a    a  a a
c ,  a    ca  a  a  a   a
   a   a   . 

Beca e e had e e f  he a e  c i  i  
g , i  e i ded e ha  I g f  ha  adica i  i   
ife. I ea i ed I  ac a  bec i g e  a i e. I  a
e i ded e ha  i i g i  a ge e a  i h a g ee  ace i

e i a  ha  a be ha i g c a  e ec ici  beca e
e  de e de   a  e . Wha  a e he ch ice  

a e, a d ha  d   gi e i    gai  e hi g e e?  -
Ja a 

P ec i g a e: Eige  Te ei  

I   S b      c  a   a
"E  T , (P a  ), a a    
N a  b  a     a   a   a

 . 





A d e  e a e h a  e , a d e e e, a d e . S
h  g  had he dea  a e e g  a g E ge
Te e , b  f  a e. O  he a  da , a  a c a  e e
g e  ha df  f he e g  a d e c aged  c  he  
a che  f g ee e  ha  he  h gh  h d be ec ed. B  he

e d f he af e , he a d a  c e ed  he : e
a che  f eed  a d g ee e  e e  d  ec ed h

a  E ge  Te e  g .  

Wi de e  a d cha  e  de  a d de e e  

Each c e ha    dea f a e, h ch  f e  f ed b
he a d ca e ha  c e  ed .

O e a c a  f  I a  a ed ab  he a  e a e f
de e  he g e   , e d g he  e de, a g

f e   he a  a d c g f d e  . She a
ed a d d a ed he  he ca e  he Ne he a d

a d e c e ed a  d  f e  a d ha   ca  a d
ca  d   b c ace. F e  a e ba ed, a e e  
ac a c , e e  b  f a d  c ea ed  a d c bbed a d
de ed. 

Tha  a  beca e he Ne he a d    de e  a ed,
a d d e  ha e a  ac  f de e  ha  a e f d  I a
a d he  a ge , e  a ed a . M  f he a a
a d ca e  he Ne he a d  ha  bee  c a ed  a ed.
E e   he D ch c de, e e  a ch f a d ha  bee

ched, a a ed  affec ed b  h a . Weed  a e ed,
b he  a d ee  a e ed; a  h g  ef   g  d. 



Tha  a he  ea  h  e e  c a  f a e eed   be
ec ed, a  h a  E ge  Te e  g   h ch gh

h ef  e ge de  e e ec  f  c a , d  de e
a he  ha  a ea  ed e  f a e. 

I  I a , i  a  eall  f ee  be ide a d f ee  make fi e
a he e e liked. B   he e  he e he e  l  f le .  -
Saha

A agma ic ihili m e e  ead   he m l i de  f ba
de e  all e  he Ne he la d , he e ga de  a e a ed e ,
j  f  elf-ce ed c e ie ce a d c i a ed clea li e . Tha
hi  "ga de " a  he h me a d f agi g g d  f  ma
fell  c ea e  d e '  e e  a ea  i  ma  e le'  mi d .  -
R ge

The bea  f deca  

A h gh e f e  a c a e a a  bea  h g h  g ee
ea e  a d g a , f  e a e   a a  a c a e
 deca . Na e   c c e ; e e h g ha  g   a

deca . Lea e  ch d   c , ece a  f  he e
c c e f g h. 

B  de e e  a e  a ec a e  h . A d f e , a c a  
he Ne he a d , b  a  a  ac  he d, he ae he c f
deca   d da ed. H  c d e e ea   a ec a e a a
deca , f he ga ed cha  f a e? 



Wh  ca '  he a al ea -a d- ea  a d deca  be acce ed a
a fac  f ime a d bei g? S me f he g ea e  bea  lie  i
deca ... he mi im m ld be  e e e he ime-gi e
bea . Ma  e le ha e a ega i e ie  f he im i ed...
he  hi k all ha   hi e i  ic e e , de ed lle  a d

if m gli e ... a e b d b  me al i g  a d c c e e
lab , chl i e- c bbed a eme ! N !  - R ge

2. C i g b da ie  

S i gi g e  b de

Be g  a  a d ea  f  a g a c g. O e 
a e e he ea, e he  b  fe   a ,  b  g g e  a

b dge. A a  ha e : f   e e  he a a d,
a d   a e  a  a d. Wha  d e  ha  h f  fee  e? 

Y  gh  be f g e  f   c g ha  e  a  a d a
a . Zeeb ge e a d ca  fee  e  a  f he c , c ec ed
a    b  a e , e  a d ad . A g b  a , e
d ed de g d  a e  bef e be g a    he

a d    ca  be a a e ha  e  c ed he
ea. I  A e da , he c   f  f b dge  e  a e a ,

a d  gh   ce ha  e a ed  a  a d a he
ha   he he  de f a e   ca a . 





Oddl  e gh I had e e  bef e h gh  f he i la d a  a
e  i la d, i h a clea l  defi ed edge he e i  me  he a e .

Tha  cha ged . I ca  b h ee a d feel ha  i  a  i la d.
Tha  gi e  i  a m e defi ed a d i de e de  cha ac e  i h i

 . 

I  al  mea  ha  all he diffe e  life-f m  a d life le  a e m e
clea l  c ai ed a d bel g ge he . A  i la d ha  ma ce

. Ma be hi  c me  f m he idea ha  i  bee  c  ff f m he
c mf able mai la d a d ha  had  ma age  i   i h he
e ce  a ailable.  - Phili a

Wha  e, e f e  h  f a d  a  he edge f c e :
he  a e b  def  e a a e, a d h g  eed  be

e a  a ed  he . Zeeb ge e a d  a a ade
a d, b   ha  g e h gh a  e  a d ha e   

h  e e ce. 

Pe ha  beca e f h e e , a d beca e   a  a d,
Zeeb ge e a d e f  ade  f e  d ffe e
e ghb h d , each a  a d  e f. The e  he f ge

a  c  a d he e f-b  h e  a d a e e  ha  a g
 a d . The e  he h e , e ge  f a e he  he
a d a  h e  fe e  h a  a d e a a . The e  he
de  h g, e a  de  c e  ded b
e g  g ee e , h ch c e  ec g a d. A d he

he e  he e  a a e  b d g  ha  a e g g   he
S he de b , e   he c  a ch ec -de g ed h e  
he Z de ee eg de f he a d.





Al ho gh he comm ni ie  in ome of he e a ea  a e e  igh
and clo e, he  ba el  comm nica e o  in e ac  i h ho e o ide
of hem. The e a e no  man  linkage  be een he di pe e pa
of he i land. Pe hap  each of hem ha e mo e linkage  i h he
o ide o ld, and he e  of Am e dam, han he  do i h each
o he . And e  he  all co-habi  hi  mall i land oge he . Ho
migh  he  be b o gh  oge he ? Who ill be b a e eno gh o
c o  he f on ie  o make con ac  i h he o he  ide?

D ing he h ee-da  chool, e e al diffe en  pe  of i land
e iden  came oge he  and me  each o he  fo  he fi  ime, e en
ho gh he  onl  li e a fe  do en me e  a a  f om each o he .

The three da s made a connection bet een people ho actuall
onl  live 25 metres a a  from one another, ho seem to live ith
similar values and ho are facing a similar challenge: a forced
re-housing. The  evidentl  needed something to discover all of
that  a catal ser.  - Guido

Wha  migh  mboli e c o ing a bo nda ? A b idge, ome fo m
of fligh , o  a ing?

One g o p cho e o make a collec ion of ing  o mboli e he
c o ing of bo nda ie . A ing mo e  be een o a ea , a
d namic pend l m hif ing be een he o. 





And beca e he a ignmen  a  ha  he  had o gi e ome hing
back o na e, he  had he b igh  idea of a aching a po  of
eed  o he ing, o ha  he  o ld ca e  a  i  en  back and

fo h. The  a ached one ing o e  a fence b  he den
ho ing, ha  li e all  c o ed be een ild g eene  and he

alk a . And, mo  ambi io l , he  al o affi ed a mega ing
o he b idge be een o eno mo  ilo  in he Spo heldenb .
The ilo  ha e long been o  of e, and loom a he  menacingl
o e  he Spo heldenb , j apo ing he ind ial i h he
e iden ial. 

One of he g o p caled a ladde  on one of he ilo , and hen
looped an eno mo  leng h of ope f om he op. O he  had
made he ea  of he ing f om a b oad lab of ood al aged
f om he i land. Almo  immedia el  af e  he  had e  i  p,
choolchild en an o ha e a go. When e fini hed a  he ing

af e  o  ci c i  of he i land, e fo nd hem q e ing p o i  in
pai  on he ing. I  a  a eminde  of ho  impo an  pla  i ,
ho  almo  e e one lo e  inging  he feeling of

eigh le ne , f ee of g a i !  and ho  e can c ea e he ci
o el e .  

As for the outcome of the three da s, I as e tremel  happ  ith
the huge s ing, hich  apart from the great stor  behind it 
is a fantastic e ample of a social protot pe ; the makers had
barel  finished putting it up before it as alread  being used.  -
Guido  





3. C ica i

If a e c d ea , ha  d i  e  ?

We e of en o ca gh  p in o  h man o ld ha  e a el  lo
do n and  o ne in o o he  f e encie . We hea  he ind
blo ing, b  a e f e en l  anno ed b  i ; ome ime  e li en o
he bi d  inging, b  a el  op o hink abo  ha  he  migh
be ing o comm nica e. We a  a a  a p  and bee  a
he  b  nea  . B  ha  if e opped o li en o ha  he
ha e o a ? Wha  o ie  he  ha e o ell, ha  me age  he
ha e fo   and he e  of mankind? 

We imagine o el e  o be he cen e of he ni e e, he king
of he ea h. In hi  an h opocen ic i ion, na e i  j  a m e
backd op, he backg o nd cene  fo  h man ac i i . 

Ma be in he f e, hi  ill finall  be e e ed, and na e ill
domina e again. O : e finall  a  o li e mbio icall  i h
na e, li ening clo el  o ha  i  ha  o ell . 

Ho  can e lea n o li en and ead he animal , he plan ? Ho
migh  e nde and hei  con cio ne , ho  he  pe cei e he

o ld and e e hing he  e pe ience? We ha e comple
algo i hm  and machine  o b eak he ha de  of code , o ho
come e ill ha en  decoded na e? 



One g o p de i ed f i ic comm nica ion de ice  fo  hi
pec la i e f e, imagining ha  i h hei  e e migh  be

able o deciphe  ha  he g a e , he ho e , he in ec  a e
elling . Li le n ipe fig  became ea b d ; o ci c la
block  of ood joined b  apling  became ea phone ; and a

ea h of pine ig , lea e  and o ema  all became
ea phone  ha  helped  ne in o hi he o nhea d f e encie .

Na e i  a ead  c ica i g i h  

On he fi  da , he g o p  en  o  o ea ch fo  ome hing
he  e e fa cina ed  b  on he i land. One g o p began
alking abo  non- e bal comm nica ion in na e. Like hen a
dog pee  ome he e, and lea e , and ano he  dog come
along la e , ake  a niff, and pee  he e in n. The e
ma king hei  e i o , b  he e al o comm nica ing i h one
ano he . 

Tha  made hem hink of ho  na e eem  o comm nica e i h
, h o gh plan . Fo  e ample, plan ain o  dock lea e  al a

g o  nea  inging ne le . The ne le  can h  , b  he
ol ion i  nea b : j  b ome plan ain o  dock lea e  on he
ed b mp , and he pain i  gone. Tha  a bea if l me apho

fo  ho  na e f nc ion : fo  e e  p oblem he e  a ol ion
nea b  - j  like hi  i land. We ha e p oblem  and conflic  b
ma be a ol ion i  nea b . 

 





O  g  h gh  f a i al e c ld ha e a  he g
ca fi e. I l ee ed  be g, a d he  e e el e i  he
g  ld c e ffe i g he l i . I d  i d de g i g

e ai ; a i al ha   i l e a bi  f ai ! I  ca ha i !
G  b di g! A li i al e e ie ce!  - J a  

If  c d a  he i a d e hi g, ha  d  a ? 

We a ked e e al of he pa icipan  ha  he  o ld a  o he
i land if he  co ld ha e a con e a ion i h i .

I  i  ka , he a  hi g  a e g i g? I  hi  i ? I  hi  he e e a e
g i g?  - Ma i

H  d e  i  feel ab  all f hi  de el e  ha e i g? Al :
h  did i  feel i  he a , ha  a   fa i e cha e  f
bei g he i la d? A d d   a  all f hi ? Wha  a  f he
i la d feel   heal h  f  ? Whe e d   feel  a he ic
a  , he i la d? Wha  a  e e e   he ? I ld
l e  a k he i la d ab  he a .  - Ja a 

I ld a k h  i  feel  . Beca e I ee he i la d a  a cal  lace
he e  ca  ela . B  a be i  d e  feel ha  a . Ma be i

d e  feel ha  a .  - Ge e i  

Wha  ca  e d  f  ? S  ha   i e l ge . We ll die
e e all , b  ha  ca  e d  f    ha  e a d f
he e  ge e a i ,  child e ,  g a dchild e ? Tha k ,

' e  g d f   heal h. We eall  e j  . We ge  a
f d f  . I i h  all he be .  - Saha  





"W a    ? T   , '  a b  , I   
   a  b   a   a ,  a . I

'   c  c   , b    a c   c  a
a  a  ,  a  I  , c   a  a
 a  b . I   a  a   a  a  

a  b  a     a  a  a a   . E   
a  ca  a    b    a   a  c .  -
G

D   ha e e h g  e  he a d?

I    ac a . I   I a   a   a . I 
 a    .  - Ma

I    a  . A  a  a  I      a  
 a a c       a . Y    a

a  a   a  a  b  b    a , a  
ca  a  a  b    . A  a   c a  a
c c . I '   a .  - B b

"I    a   a     c   a  
. A  a  a  a    b      a

 a     a   a  a  a  a  
a  . I    c  a c a  ac  a   
a a  b  c  a b  a    . L  a   ac a , 
a   a . A    b   a   a  b  a   

a  ,   a   a   . E  a ,  a
 a   ac     a  a  b   a .  - Ja a

I    a  I  a   b  ,  a a   b
 . I    . T a    c .  - G



Ba a ce be ee  h a  a d a e

On he fir  da , e ere old o find a place e fel  comfor able
in, and o la  do n and li en. We a ed l ing for fif een
min e , inking in o o r en ironmen , li ening o ha  e co ld
hear. When e came back, e recorded ha  e had
e perienced, in e , image , and e en bi  of gra  and flo er

e had fo nd here e ere l ing do n. 

T g   d g
 
On he econd da , e ar ed i h a cla ic r  e erci e:
clo ing o r e e  and le ing o r el e  be led b  omeone el e.
B  in hi  ca e, al ho gh e e plored o r rela ion hip o r
and ho  m ch e r ed o r par ner i h o r afe  a  e

alked along he pa emen , i  a  al o abo  ning in o he
i land, rel ing on en e  o her han igh . We co ld mell he ea
a  e approached, e en ho gh e didn  kno  here e ere.
We co ld hear he g ll , he boa  on he a er. We fel  he a
he gro nd a  ne en nder o r fee , ho  e epped on o
ome hing and fel  he ind in o r hair.

S   ca   a a   a a b a .   [  a 
  a    c ]

W      a  ca ,    
  a . W     a a   

b  ac  .



I      a. I  ac   I a  . I
 a c    a  a  I a   b

a .

P  a   a   '  a .

T  a  a   a   a . F  b   
a  ac  a  c  a a   . O  ca  

 a   b  a    a ,  b  b a
a  b  a  c a   a    a  a  . T

a        . H    b  
  a  a - a  ? I   a b  a  a  a   

? A   a   I    a      b ,
  a    a  a  a a   a    

b a  I a . T  -b   a  , a   
a  a   , a c   a a . N    

b c  a  a    ,  a c  .
C a  ac  . B c  . C a  . T
b a  c     a   a  b . A

  a  a  . I a  . I  . I  .
T    a      a  b   A a .
S  b  a  a  a       c .

I  a  no iceable ha  i  a  diffic l  o find a place on he i land
here o  co ldn  hear an  h man o nd . B  he ea, e co ld

hear he anker boa  a  he  en  pa , lo der han he he bird .
El e here, he ee ing of bird  a  o nd racked b  car  and
moped  ooming pa , or children hrieking. We co-e i  i h
na re, b  ome ime  e dro n i  o .

 



One gro p decided o make a o nd cape o allo  people o
mi  he e o nd  and de ermine hich one  he  an ed o one
in on. El e, a o nd ar i  aped eigh  rack  a  differen  place
and e  hem p in an app i h lide . Li ener  co ld decide
ho  high he  an ed each of hem in he mi ; he  co ld j
li en o one, or all eigh  a  once, a  ar ing ol me . We heard

ha  o r en ironmen  of en o nd  like: h man o nd  i h
na re a  a backdrop  and e perienced ho  calming and
refre hing i  a  o j  li en o he ind, he bird , or he ea. 

4. C ec  

B ded  a e f e e  

Ha e o  e er had a pecial rela ion hip i h a par ic lar ree,
or a lake here o  al a  go imming? Ma be o  ha e a
happ  place  here o  i i , in reali  or in o r mind, hen
o  feel ired, re ed, or in need of no ri hmen . 

I   I  a    a . I  I    c    a
ca   , I  : U , I  a    ,
I      . W a   a  a  
a . I '   . I   not . I  a a

c  c . B ca     b   a
. T  ca      a  c a  I a  a 

 a  c c    a . I   a a
b .  - Ja a 





Wha  if e c d ed  e e  a  e e e  f he i a d, 
ha  he  d be f e e  b ded? Wha  if  c d a  a
ee, a b idge, he i d? 

Tha  a  he idea behi d L e I a d , a b i d da e h
de i ed b  e g  f  hei  fi a  e e a i , i h a hi  f
chee  f . O e b a e ee  a  i i ed  i  i  a chai
a d be b i df ded, bef e he f  e e e  f he i a d e e
i i ed  he age behi d he . 

Ca   g e  he f  e e e  f  hei  idea f a e fec  fi
da e?

A) I i  c f  a d e 
B) A ac  a  a ace  a   g
C) A a  i  he a
D) A g d i e a g he a e

Wha  ab  hei  idea f a e a  he ? 

A) P i
B) T i  a d e e h  a  i h ca h
C) Pe e h  c  e ff d i g  de e e  
D) Pe e c i g f  a  ide  a d I d   h   a
a e i   



S , h  e e he ? 
A: S i
B: Eib gh S ac  (a ac ba )
C: H g eed (be e a )
D: The ed b idge  Zeeb ge ei a d 

Ba ed  he a e , he ee  ch e he b idge, a d a
edded  i  i  a ecia  ce e . The fficia  aid: 

As in an  good partnership, friendship, or marriage, ou must
take care of each other. In the good times, but also in the bad
ones. Because our sur i al as a species depends on our
cooperation. So, e er  time ou see a bridge around the island,
ou should make sure its structure is going ell, it s clean and

accessible for e er one. And in return, the bridge ill bring ou
connecti it . It ill bring ne  people from other places. And it ill
call ou to get out there, gather kno ledge, and come back to the
island. So I declare ou and the bridges of the island bonded
fore er.  - Juan 

Af e  he ce e , a  he a ici a  a d i i  e e he
a ed  hi  bac   hei  e e ie ce   he i a d he a
h ee da  a d e e hi g he  i i ed a d e e ie ced. The
e e a ed  hi  ab  a  f he i a d ha  he  fe  c e
, a d  e a ed i h: a a  he  a ed  ed.   

The , he  e e gi e  a iece f i g ha  a  a ed a d
hei  i  a d ied  e e e  hei  b d i h hi  a  f he
i a d. 





What s your relationship to nature?

I  L e I a d , e i agi ed a  f he i a d a  a e  
a ic a e : e e  c d a . B  h  d  e
a  e a e  a e? I  i  i e a e ,  i  i  e i e a

f ie d? Pe ha  i  fee  i e a a e . O  e ha  e fee   f
ch i h i  a d b ed b  i , a d ee i  a  a di a  a . 

Ma  a ici a  aid he  a  a e a  a fa i  e be .
The  fe  e f  i  a d fe  ha  i  a  g  fa i ia . The  fe
ca ed f  b  i , a d a ed  ca e f  i . O e aid ha  he
e i e  i  e i e  e e e ed a  bei g i e a
g a d a e , a h gh ha  ee ed i acc a e a d fai  

Someone ou should respect and lo e just because ou re of it.
It can be represented as something er  fudd -dudd  and a bit
old-school. An archaic entit  that isn t up to date. But that s not
true reall , it s constantl  e ol ing  it inno ates inherentl  on its
o n.

Ma  f he a ici a  aid he  fe  ha ie  a d e a
eace i  a e ha  i  ba   i d  e i e . O he

fe  ha  he  a ed  be c e   i , b  i ed i  ci ie  a d
d c i e  d  , a d  fe  ha  he  i ed e ha  a

a di a ce f  a e. D i g he h ee-da  h  he  fe
he  had bec e c e   i  a d fe  ef e hed f  ha i g i ed

ide f  e e a  da .

Sometimes I get tired of the cit . When ou come from a place
like Curacao here there s al a s nature around ou, then it
gets old and boring to al a s be in the cit .  - Genesis





I  he Ne he a d  I ha e e  i e ide. I fi d i  a ha e ha
e ha e e  i e i  a e. Tha '  beca e f he b  ife e

he e. I   a a  ib e  be ide.  - Saha  

E e  f  i habi a  f he i la d, he h ee da  e abled hem 
ee he i la d i  a diffe e  a . The  iced ha  he  a  fa

m e g ee e  a d m e a al di e i  ha  he  had
imagi ed, e eciall  i  he S helde b , hich he  had

e i l  ee  a  e -de el ed a d d mi a ed b  a a me
b ildi g . Th gh e e ci e  ha  e c aged hem  cl e hei
e e  a d li e ,  mell, a d  imagi e, he  f d hem el e
l i g d  a d ici g m e. 

M  e c e  i h he i a d d i g he e da  ha  bee
diffe e  ha  a . Defi i e  i  he a  ha  I  a d i e ,
a d ha  I d . We e d e diffe e  hi g  ha  I he i e

d, a d ha  ea  I e bee  i g a  he i a d a  if I ha e
a  diffe e  g a e  . I d  ha e  a  ha  I i  ee a  f

ega i e hi g  i  he a  he i a d i  cha gi g, b  I e a
ee  a  f i i e hi g  e  he a  fe  da . The e'  e
a e ha  I h gh . M e a e a d g ee e . A d I' e a

iced h  e e, b h h e h  i e he e a d h  i e
e e he e,  a  he i a d a d i  c e  i a i .  - Ma i





A moment when you really felt connected to the island over the
past few days? What do you love about the island? What did
you learn about it? 

F  e he i a d i  e, a  he a  he e e i e, he e
i d a   e a e a i e ide f i  a d ha  ha

fa ci a e  e ab  i . I  a a e f he he  ide a d I e gage
i h i  a , b  I d  i d f e a  e i  a d acce  i . B  I

ide if  i h he he  a  a d ha   ace  be.  - Ja a

The ea!  - Saha  

The e   he ea. A d he f e  he e he de  h i g
i .  - D agh

Whe  e e e i  he f  ga de  f a  a i  i  a  he 
i e ha  i  a  i e i e  a d e c d ac a  hea  he
bi d .  - G id  

If the island was a person, what type of person would it be? 

S e e i h e  a , e e h  d e  ca e h  
a e. A  g a   ea e e e hi g e e i  eace.  - Ma i  

I hi  a b ad, i d a . Wi h g eg , a big be .
S e e h  ea  i ed, h  ha  c e , h  g.  -
Be be  



A e  e  e a  e  ha  ha  g e h gh a  f
age  i  hei  ife a d ea  de e ed i  diffe e  f  f

he e e . I hi  he  had a e i d i e, a d he  a ed
 be e i f e ced b  cie  a d  ha  i  fe  i  had 

ada  . The e a  hi  i e he e e e e e a i g a d
i  a  i d a d c a  a d cha ic. A d  he e a e a  he e
e fec  b i  b i di g . N  I hi  he e  a e i

be ee  e a  f i  hi  i  ha   i  hi  e  ha e, b
he he  a  f i  i  i  N , I d  a  hi , I'  i d a d
cha ic, I ha e idea  a d a   c ea e hi g .  - Ja a

5. Regeneration: give and take

I  he A h ce e, i  hich h ma  a e e a a ed f m
a e, e ha e e ded  i  a e- ided ela i hi , i  hich
he e i me  i  im l  a e ce  ha  e ca  d a  .
I  m de  cie , e ha e l  e i  c l al a d cial
adi i  ha  e ed a eci cal ela i hi . Bef e, i  a

clea e   ee ha  if  k me hi g f m he la d,  had
 gi e me hi g back. A d  a bag f -dec m able
bbi h, b  c m   eed : me hi g ege e a i e ha

ld kee  he a al c cle g i g.

I hi  c e i  a  a a  i   e a i hi  i h a e.
Beca e e c e a . O  di g , b  a  f d a d
e e hi g ha  a e gi e  . S  gi i g bac   a e, ha
ea  i a . A d  fee  ha  c ec i , a d  ee i  a  a
e a a e hi g ha   ca   a e f  a  he i e a  if i

e d e , beca e i  . We ha e  a e ca e f i . I  a
a e  ca e f .  - La a 



N , e li e i  a li ea  em: e e ac  e ce , ce
hem, c me hem, a d he  h  hem a a . H  c ld e
e   a ci c la  em a d lea   j   ake, b  al

gi e back? 

Na e i  ab da , i  ca  feed  i h e  a e. B  i
 g d  i  ee i  i  a e- ided a ; ha  a e feed

, b  e gi e hi g bac .  - Mie e

Wi h hi  i  mi d, e g  c ea ed a mall b kle  i h
image  a d de c i i  f la  ha  e le migh  ee al g
he alk. Pa ici a  e e e c aged  kee  a  e e  f
la  ch a  b amble , cam mile a d black m a d a d c

hem ff a  he  ed hem. A d  a  he b kle  a  called
Gi e a d Take , he  e e al  a ked  gi e me hi g back
 ha  li le a  f a e. Tha  c ld be clea i g  bbi h,
eadi g eed  (f m ecial e cil  he  e e gi e  ha

c ai  eed ), i kli g a e , bei g ill a d a ecia i e, 
eadi g idea  a d k ledge. 

"I  e  f i   e ce ; I e  he e e e e  f
b ac be ie  b  had  idea he e a   ch  f age. I

a  i i g e  ab da ce!  - Phi i a 



A e  f ab da ce

Li ing in ci ie  and n , e e alm  all  e anged f m
he e  f d c me  f m. We g   he e ma ke  and b

f d a ed in la ic ha  ha  been hi ed f m el e he e.
I '  ible  f ge  ha   en i nmen  i  f ll f edible hing .
If e alk h gh he n, and e en he f e , e ee ee
and lan , b  e d n  ee hem a  f d. And e , if e kn

ha   l k f , he e   m ch  ea .

J  e l ing n he i land, e f nd a c n c ia f hing  
ea . F m he m e b i  blackbe ie  and aln , e al
a  a , hich ha  a ligh  bi e  a e and hich can be
ed in alad   , and inging ne le  hich a e in fac

edible, l ing hei  ing a  n a  he  a e hea ed. The ame
g  ha  made he Gi e and Take  b kle  made a men
ha  inc a ed all he edible lan  he  had highligh ed in
he b kle , incl ding all f he ab e, a  ell a  dandeli n ,
cam mile and black m a d lea e . 

A d f  he e, he e ?

O e  h ee da , e made an in en e c ea i e j ne  h gh
ec i n, b nda ie , c mm nica i n, c nnec i n and

egene a i n. 

The ce  a  i e, h gh - king, and f n. And
he e l  e e dee l  h gh  h gh, ca ef ll  made, and
c nce all  ng. The end e en a i n b gh  he heme

ge he  bea if ll  and c mm nica ed hem clea l   he
i i . 





na re
por rai s
D g he d c  a  he a  f he S e  Re ea ch Sch
e e e d he   e e a e e e e ce.

I nce a eled h gh Tibe . We had alked all da  in he
g a land . Si ing ne   m  en , I a  a black  in he
di ance  a man n a h e. I kne  I eall  a  n  able  ee

 clea l  a  ch a di ance. When he  came cl e , i
a ea ed  be a man n a h e. I fel  he nding ace,
ligh , and cla i  in e e  cell f m  b d .

-An



I en   a ee climbing c e, he e I elea ned ha  I did a
a kid. I fel  he e e f he ee and lea ned  . I c ld el
n he ee  h ld m  eigh . I fel  ne i h he ee. 

-S hie



  
I a ed  im in he cean. I !  al a  diffe en . The
ea a  calm; I a  fl a ing n m  back. I l ked a
he bl e k , and i  a ... e fec . 

-Mi jam



I  R e da  Ce , e  a e a  a beac . I ca  
e -beac . I!  e  c , beca e  ee   a -
c a , a a - ade beac . B  e e da  I a    ea -

 e   e beac , ea  . T e  I ea ed e
c e e   a e, e e   e ce e  R e da . 

-D a



 

I e e be  d   e e  I a  a ee a e  a d ee -
 e  b ea    ec  a d e  eb  a  e .

We e ac ed a  be . I e  e ee  e d  e
e e . 

-Ja a



Te  ea  a , a e  ad a , I a ed  c  e A a c
Ocea . I  e a b , I d a Ge a  ca a   a d:
Y  ca  c e  e   d  e  ." E e  

 4a   8a , I a  a  a e  e d, a , a d 
c  . W e  e e a   d, e e   

e 4000- e e -dee  Ocea . A e  21 da , I e  dee
c ec ed.

-Be be



 

I a e ed a   A ca a  a de, ce  ca e   e
de e   L b a. O e  e e  de  e  beca e
 a  a bea  . I e  a d e  e  e  
e. I a  ca ed e  I ea ed  a  a a c ca e . I  a
 e   ca e . I d d   a   d . He ed a

e, a d e a   c e . I e  ea  c ec ed. 

-R a e



Rece , I a ed  e e ab e  a d e b . Ta  ca e 
a  a d a e  ade e

ee  e c ec ed. 

-A a



I gre  up in a ne  urban development. We pla ed
outside, and hen I got a little cut, I did not go to
m  mother but rubbed some sand in it, and it cured
me. Someho  I kne  that this ould heal. It as an
inner kno ing, no one told me. 

Karel



In autumn as a child, I collected leaves, mushrooms,
and pinecones and put them in a shoebo . I liked
the collecting and the smell of autumn. I still like col-
lecting stones and leaves.

-Hannie



In m  countr , e have lots of mountains. I spent a lot of time in
the mountains ith m  friends
and famil . In the Netherlands, I miss them; in some a , I need
the mountains. 

-Sahar



I feel the natural source of pure energ  hen I look into
the fire at a fire camp. I can look at it for hours. 

-Il a



I al a s had a fear of deep ater. A ear ago, I ent to a div-
ing course. I as deepl  touched b  the beaut  of the un-
der ater orld. I felt ver  small and connected in this ama -
ing, big orld.

-Sia



A  a famil , e had a mall cabin in No a  he e e
en  e e  mme . We lef  i h a boa  f om Holland. I

emembe  he ho ible mell of IJm iden. When e en e ed
No a , I co ld mell he ood , and i  fel  like coming home. 

-G ido



I g e  p in a ci , and I!m a ci  pe on. In Holland, e
ha e onl  man-made na e, e cep  fo  he ea. I can

a e a  i  fo  ho . I lo e i , and I!m al o e ified of i .
Thi  d ali  of he comfo ing q ali  of na e and he
fac  ha  i  can al o kill o  i  m  connec ion o na e. 

-Mieke



I made ine i h m  g andfa he . We p  he ipe g ape
in a big b cke . I amped he g ape  i h m  ba e fee ,
feeling hei  kin b eaking. I a  al o hinking abo  m
ance o , ho did he ame fo  age .  

-J an



I g e  p ne  o a fo e  he e I pla ed e e  da .
One da  in p ing, I di bed a ild pig i h he
pigle . I  cha ed me. I climbed in o a ee. I a
e ified. I  made me a a e of he po e  of na e. 

-Roge



When I a  a kid, I en  camping i h a f iend ho a gh
me ha  ne le  e e edible. We decided o make ne le o p.
We mi ed a e  i h ne le , boiled i , and a e i . I  fel  like e

e e h n e  and ga he e . 

-Ma im



S e han

I a  nce in Shanghai. The e a  alm  n  g een.
S  c ming h me, I eali ed ha  I h ld a ecia e he g een

e ha e in H lland m e; I en   he d  and l ed i . 



Jana
 
I a  imming in a lake in F ance i h a f iend. I ha e
d ne ha  a h and ime  bef e. We e e imming
naked,  he e a  n  e a a i n be een me and he

a e . I  a  ch a e f l e e ience  be ne i h
he a e . E e hing i  igh  a  hi  m men . 



Phili a

E e  ime I hink, Hmm, ma be I h ld ha e m  leg ,  I
eali e I!m j  a li le hai  mammal. I g e   in C n all,

S h England. I a  alking a l  ide hen I ddenl
fel  ha  he memb ane be een me and he lan , he
ea h, e ce e a ddenl  di a ea ed. 



Amali

I a  c cling h me a  4 .m. af e  a a . I fel  e  l , a
if n hing made en e. I ed and laid d n in he

eed , and m  hand  k he g a ; ha  calmed me. A
ce ain m men , n hing make  en e; b  na e make
en e.



El e 

A  a kid, I a  b e ed i h animal  f all kind . I fel  e
cl e 
he e animal , al h gh I did n  nde and an hing ab
hem.
I fel  hei  ene g . Na e i  im e i e  me and, a  he ame
ime, e  mall and cl e  me. 



Ma ij
 
I a   aca i  i h  f ie d . We e e alki g f m he
cam   he illage. The e a  a mall i e  e   he ad. I

gge ed f ll i g he i e bed. I  f ll i g he a e , I
l ked a  cie  a  he back ide f he h e , a d I fel  like I

a   e f he h ma , b  a he  a  f hi  i e . 



La a

I g e   i  Am e dam, a d h ee ea  ag  I m ed 
Zeeb ge  I la d. I a ed ici g he ea . Di e e

i g la , eei g he g d ck . Tha  c ec ed me 
a e.. 



Ge e i  

A  a kid, I li ed i  C aca . Wi h he h le famil , e ed 
g  hiki g e  ea l , f m 5 i  he m i g il 7 he  e
eached he beach a d e  immi g. Tha  a  a c ec i g

e e ie ce f  me. 



Vale i a 

Whe  I g e   i  C aca , I e  i h m  li le i e   he
beach. We l ked f  ei d ea hell   hi g  e had !  ee
bef e. We e e  i ed e e  ime e f d me hi g

e had !  ee  bef e. The cea  ca e  me i h he  e
b  he  al  bea if l a  he ame ime, a   ca  al a
fi d e  hi g .



Ma a

I  high ch l, I e  i h m  f ie d   he cea   ee
he  i e. I  a   calm a d eacef l bei g he e -
ge he . I fel   m ch f eed m a d ha i e ; i  emai ed
m  ecial lace.  



E a
 
I ed  Ba g ade , c e  e f e . O e da , I e

  b e   a e  eg   a . We
c bed  e  f a . I  a  e  ee  a d da ge -

. W e  I a  a  e  a d g a  a d, I fe  e
c e  a e. 



Res l s























We will continue. This summer research school was a start of a
movement to make the philosophical concept symbiocene a
living reality. 

Want to know more? http://deepisland.squarespace.com

Want to connect or join? info@ankramer.nl



Thanks to: 


